                                          
 SOUTH-WEST VOLLEYBALL ASSOCIATION
                                             
 SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS 2017
                                                    

 TOURNAMENT RULES
1. Each game (with the exception of the Finals) will last 20 minutes. A single blast from a horn will signify the start / end of each round of games. If a rally is in progress when the horn sounds to end the game, play the point out.
2. Playing kit - Numbered, uniform colour / design kit to be worn for all matches. Libero player – different coloured shirt (easily identifiable) and numbered. 
3. You are allowed the usual substitutions and 1 time-out per game, but neither a substitution nor time-out is allowed in the last 5 minutes of any game (stopwatches will be provided).
4. Only women can play in the women’s competition and men in the men’s competition, plus a player can only play for one team during the tournament.

5. It will be a ‘rolling scoreboard’ for each round robin game and the semi-finals, i.e. continuous scoring.
Note1: any team who is not on court ready to play when the horn goes for the start of a game will lose 1 point for every 30 seconds, at the discretion of the referee / tournament manager.
Note2: any team that becomes incomplete (e.g. due to injury) during a timed match, will lose 1 point for every 30 seconds the team remains incomplete.
6. Both Finals will be the best of three sets. The first 2 sets will be to 25 points (or 2 clear points if the scores are 24-24), the 3rd set will be to 15 points (or 2 clear points if the scores are 13-13).
7. Match points: 3 points for a win, 2 points for a draw, 1 bonus point if the losing team’s score is within 25% of the winning score.
8. It is the responsibility of the winning team to deliver the completed scoresheet to the main Results Table after each game.

9. Refereeing – as there is only 5 minutes between games, it is the responsibility of the refereeing team to ensure that the toss for the next match is done asap. The horn blast marks the START of the game, not the time to call the Captains in, as valuable playing time will be lost. Each team is to supply 2 referees, a scorer and at least 2 linesmen for all matches.

      Failure to comply with the above will result in the refereeing team having 2 match points deducted each time they are in default of ignoring their full refereeing responsibilites. This may prove costly in the event of teams tying on match points at the end of the round robin section.
10. If two, or more, teams are tied on match points, points difference will be the deciding factor. If the points difference is identical, the result between the two teams will be taken into account, when applicable. If that match was a draw, the team that has the most points ‘for’ during the round robin section will be the higher placed team.
11. Play-Offs: At the end of the pool round the teams in 3rd and 5th positions will play-off for the 3rd place position in the Semi-Finals and the teams in 4th and 6th positions will play-off for 4th place position in the Semi-Finals.

12. Semi-Finals: 1st place v 4th and 2nd place v 3rd, in both competitions.

13. The decision of the Tournament Manager, in all matters, is final.
GENERAL ITEMS
Reminder - Please make sure your team plays in a numbered, uniform kit for all games.

Please ensure that ALL your players have been properly registered on your team list BEFORE play begins.

The courts will be clearly numbered (1 - 4), so please ensure your team members are in the right place at the right time throughout the tournament.

Make sure each team has a suitable match ball and 2 whistles for your refereeing duties. There will be a stopwatch on each table for the scorer to call for the ‘last 5 minutes’ in games – please inform your scorer to start the watch when the horn sounds for the beginning of a match.
Make sure that all volleyballs you bring along are clearly marked with your team’s name, this should help eliminate the chance of any of them being lost.
Take good care of your personal possessions at all times.
Please ensure that your team clears away all their rubbish into the litter bins provided.

PLEASE NOTE THE KITTO CENTRE IS A NO SMOKING VENUE – INCLUDING THE CAR PARK!!
Our agreement with the Kitto centre includes the following condition:

No smoking is allowed anywhere in the buildings or grounds of Plymouth YMCA facilities and failure to comply with this policy will result in individual’s or groups being asked to leave the facility
The presentations for the SW Leagues will take place after the Finals, on Sunday afternoon.
