English Volleyball Association

Public Liability Insurance

We all have a duty of care to conduct our actions so as to avoid injury to third parties or damage to third party property. If we breach this duty and our actions or lack of action result in injury or damage this would constitute negligence and the injured party may well claim damages. The legal maxim ‘innocent until proven guilty’ applies to legal liability claims and any plaintive must prove negligence to be successful in pursuit of damages. If negligence is proven then Courts would assess the level of damages to be awarded taking full account of the present and future impact of the injury or damage to the plaintive. 

Society in general has become more litigious in recent years. This has been fuelled by solicitors offering services on a ‘no win no fee’ basis and greater public awareness that if an injury is sustained as a result of someone else’s negligence then the injured party has a right, in law, to sue the negligent party for damages. 

We have dealt with a number of claims against sports associations and clubs, ranging from a young boy who was injured whilst climbing over a spiked railing boundary fence to retrieve his ball, through to general slips and trips. Damages can be considerable and Public Liability cover is in place to protect the interests of the Association, affiliated clubs, and individual members.
Frequently asked questions :-

What level of Public Liability indemnity would you recommend?

Public Liability insurance is generally available with a choice of indemnity limit, ranging from £1,000,000 to £5,000,000.  We would normally recommend a minimum limit of indemnity of £2,000,000.

This is based on our knowledge of awards being made by Courts following personal injury claims. Where clubs are using local authority facilities it can be a requirement that cover is arranged with a minimum limit of indemnity of £5,000,000.
The Public Liability insurance arranged on behalf of the English Volleyball Association currently has a limit of indemnity of £5,000,000.

Who is covered by the Public Liability policy?

The cover provided will protect the interests of:-

· The English Volleyball Association.

· Affiliated clubs.

· Any Director, Executive Officer, Committee Member, Office Holder of the affiliated club whilst acting within the scope of their duties.

· Any registered member of the affiliated club, or voluntary worker.

· Referees and assistant referees including stand-ins.

What might give rise to a claim?

Any injury to a third party, or damage to third party property where the injured party feels there is a question of negligence on the part of the English Volleyball Association, affiliated clubs or registered members of clubs, club officers and officials, referees and voluntary workers.

Do we have to pay the first part of any claim?

Only in respect of damage to third party property where the first £250 is excluded.
Will Public Liability insurance cover all our activities?

This policy covers the Association and affiliated club’s activities connected with the sport including organisers of social and fund raising events. Clubs will need to arrange separate cover for events involving the use of bouncy castles and firework displays as these are excluded.
The Public Liability insurance will not provide protection to any player in respect of a claim made by another player for injury caused on, or about the volleyball court.

What about Duty of Care?

As organisers of a match, training session or other event connected to the sport, you have a duty of care to the participants, officials and members of the public to ensure that the venue is safe and any equipment provided is fit for the purpose.

If you are hiring a venue, you should obtain proof of the venue owner’s Public Liability insurance.
Do we need to arrange Employers Liability Cover?

Only if your club employs people under a contract of service.

How do we protect voluntary helpers?

Any voluntary helpers undertaking work on behalf of the Association of affiliated club will be included under the Public Liability insurance.
The above information is designed to assist the Association and clubs in terms of answering some of the most frequently asked questions, however, the policy wording should be referred to for further in depth queries.
