Volleyball England launch Satellite Academies 
Volleyball England is launching a Satellite Academy programme as part of their Excel programme. The aim of the programme will be the development of talent pathways  at  club,  divisional  and  national  levels  with  a  particular  emphasis  on  youth programmes. The new programme is part of Volleyball England s commitment to ‘Increase the number of English Volleyball players engaging in high quality (daily and monthly) training environments and  feeding into performance clubs and the Senior National development programmes (Indoor & Beach).’

To ensure we can continue to compete with our European neighbours and increase success at junior international level a significant step change is required in the way that our talented junior aged players are prepared.  Craig Handford, Head of Excel and Development said, “For number of years  the  ‘powerhouse’  nations  of  European Volleyball like France and Italy, have put in place networks of full time training centre’s for junior talent development,  where players  are housed  and  educated  centrally with professional coaching and support services. More recently, nations similar to ourselves in stature like Norway, Finland and Sweden have started to follow suit and as a result countries that we were once competitive with are now starting to move away in performance terms.” 
Stage one of the step change has been the opening of the Volleyball England Academy at Loughborough College, which started in September 2010. The Academy is home to twelve of England’s top junior players who have made the move to Loughborough to combine study with a vigorous training schedule. The National Academy offers a daily training environment for the elite junior players with professional coaching, appropriate support and ancillary services. Athletes are based at the College. 
Volleyball England is now entering stage two of the step change and establishing Satellite Academies. These will provide an enhanced level of support to our talented junior players and satellite environments. Over  the  next two  years,  Volleyball  England  is  aiming  to  establish  6  daily  training satellite environments for junior players based at post-sixteen institutions with professional coaching, appropriate support and ancillary services and linking to AASE programmes. 
Each Satellite Academy will cater for student volleyball players who wish to remain in full time education while undertaking a full time training programme delivered by the satellites in partnership with Volleyball England and support from Loughborough College. Alongside this Volleyball England will deliver Divisional and National Team competitive programme for a select group of academy players providing an extended exposure to International representative Volleyball.

If your school or college is interested in and believes in the concept of Volleyball England Academies, 



  for a Satellite Academies Self Review. After completion of this document, your school/college should be better informed of their capacity and readiness to explore a partnership with Volleyball England. The completed document needs to be  returned by post to James Poole by 15th August 2011. 

The Address to send the completed document to is: 

James Poole 
Volleyball England 
SportPark, 3 Oakwood Drive 
Loughborough , Leicestershire 
LE11 3QF 
l.trench@volleyballengland.org
If you require any further information please contact Leonardo Trench (Talent Manager) at   and 01509 227722
