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SOUTH WEST VOLLEYBALL ASSOCIATION 
 

Newsletter          December  2012 

 

Editor: Ron Richards, Email: rricha7122@aol.com 
 

After a fantastic summer of Olympic and Paralympic Volleyball we are now well back into our 

normal league season.  We hope that you are making the most of the increased interest in the 

sport, by offering new players the chance to try volleyball. On the pages that follow you will read 

the thoughts of some of our volunteers from the SW that took part in the Olympics. 

 

A few weeks ago I attended the memorial event for Dr Don Anthony at the BOA Headquarters 

in London. Don founded the Amateur Volleyball Association (the forerunner of the EVA, 

Volleyball England and the Scottish Volleyball Association).  In addition to his work for volleyball, 

Don was an Olympic hammer thrower and a staunch supporter of the Olympics. It was a huge 

shame that Don did not live to see the GB teams take part in the London Olympics. 

 

Don's Olympic legacy lives on in many ways - not least in that it was his suggestion to plant a row 

of oak trees in the Olympic Park which were grown from seedlings of the oak tree planted by 

Baron de Coubertin in Much Wenlock (it was the Much Wenlock Olympics developed in Victorian 

times which influenced the establishment of the modern Olympics).  

 

I would like to include some club features in the next SW Newsletter in February - please let me 

have some! 

 

Ron Richards  

 
Comments from the Chairman 
 

Welcome to another year of volleyball in the South West, this summers events in London have 

been an exceptional experience for everyone involved with the sport. If you were one of the 

many who went along to watch, work or volunteered, then I trust you will have many 

unforgettable memories. 

 

As a free advert for the sport, we could not have asked for more and it has been the perfect 

start to launch our new indoor season and to expand the sport. The number of new people 

attending open and beginner sessions across the region are well above normal, many clubs are 

booking additional court time. Enquiries from volunteers are up and disability organisations are 

asking about sitting volleyball opportunities. A challenge for everyone is to capture and manage 

this unique opportunity and to turn this into sustainable growth for your area. 

 

Along with other sports, Volleyball England is looking to introduce some major changes to the 

way the sport is run and organised. These will affect everyone involved within the sport, from 

grass roots players to event organisers, as always there will be winners and losers.  I look 

forward to meeting everyone at some point during the season, it’s going to be another 

exceptional year, let’s enjoy it. 
 

Dave Reece, SWVA Chairman 

mailto:rricha7122@aol.com
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2012 Olympics 

What a summer!  For those who were able to get tickets and time off, the volleyball matches at 

the Olympics and Paralympics made great viewing and provided some experiences that many will 

remember clearly for the rest of their lives.  Many volunteers from the SW took part in the 

organisation of the Games and their memories will be even more vivid. Below are two accounts of 

volunteers' experiences of the Games. We would be pleased to publish the memories of others 

that took part.  

 

Rachel Swindell: 

I was very fortunate to be selected as a statistician for the Olympics, which gave me a front 

row courtside seat at over 25 matches and access to nearly as good seats for as many other 

matches I wanted to attend either for the indoor or the beach volleyball – who could ask for 

anything more? Well when you then add in working alongside an absolutely fantastic group of 

people in such a positive atmosphere, in a city which seemed to be permanently buzzing, it truly 

was a once in a lifetime experience, trips to London will never be the same again! All the pre-

events we did, especially the test event, really had helped prepare me for the main event and 

meant that it was possible to really enjoy my time court side. Even so it was still difficult to 

believe in those first few games, that those Olympic rings on the court just in front of me were 

for real! 

 

It far exceeded my expectations in every way and I feel so privileged to have been part of it – 

words really can’t do it justice. 

 

Dave Reece: 

Events and shows for me are either, good, excellent, enjoyable, etc. I do not tend to use the 

term fantastic but that is the only way to describe the Olympic experience. 

 

My journey started in 2008 as a stats volunteer at the Cup Final, British Volleyball required 

hundreds of volunteers and helpers to put on the three Olympic events. Training progressed over 

the following four years and took me to various cup finals, European League matches, 

Internationals, the excellent UK School Games and the Olympic test event. 

 

So the big day at Earls Court finally came, the match count down was underway, 40 minutes to 

the whistle, we had to assemble at the end of the players tunnel, 35 minutes walk out in front of 

15,000 spectators to our desks at the end of the court. The pre-match cheer leaders were 

followed by a very powerful Olympic Video to the music of Muse, which I enjoyed every time it 

was shown. So were we ready? Not really, day one was preceded by threes days of pre-Olympic 

practice, with Mallory and Polonia providing the on court action, I like others had only been able 

to obtain one and a half sets of practice but we knew what to expect, the speed, the noise, the 

expected errors from ourselves and from the system and how to cope with them, all the practice 

had paid off. 

 

Things I will remember 

The noise, we were all on headsets just to talk to the person sat next to me (something we 

learnt from the test event) and we still could not hear at times. Another lesson learnt from the 

2011 event, it was impossible to do two matches in a row, so we had three shifts of two matches 

per day, which meant some long days. The morning shift didn’t finish until 4pm and the late shift 
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from mid afternoon until 1am plus at times, five hours sleep was common.  

 

Football size crowds. 

The quality of the volleyball. 

A lot of matches went down to the last point in the fifth set.  

Many teams improved during the event. 

 

Everything had a back up, everything worked, everyone did their job, everyone mixed in, it all 

made the London 2012 atmosphere that everyone commented on and it made the games 

exceptional. 
 

SW Competitions  

 

The new season is already under way with the men having already started and the ladies kicking 

off on the first weekend of October. The men’s division has increased by two teams to 12, 

welcoming back Wessex and the newly formed Exeter Storm. With 12 teams in the league it will 

be a very full season of 22 matches each. Any further increase in league size will require a move 

back to two divisions. 

 

The ladies league has also increased in size to 7 teams, welcoming back Plymouth Marjon and 

with Bournside replacing Cardiff Wildcats. With 7 teams in the division the ladies have returned 

to the more traditional home and away format with 12 matches each. 

 

We have already seen the majority of teams register their squads on line for the start of the 

season. Teams are reminded that now they know the system all results are expected to be 

entered within 24 hours of the match and the scoresheets uploaded within 3 days, as per the 

rules. 

 

The SW Veterans tournament was held on 11th November in Exeter, with 11 entries.  There was 

plenty of exciting action  as our senior players took to the court for the annual event.  

After eight hours of competition, City of Bristol took the event title with a win over Yeovil in 

the tournament final, Barry’s 60th Birthday Blues from Bemi picked up third place, with Better 

with Age (Taunton) rounding out the top four. 
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City of Bristol SW Vets Champions 2012 

There are more team photos on the SWVA web site. 

2012 Vets Results: 

1st City of Bristol      2nd Yeovil 

3rd Barry’s 60th Birthday Blues – Bemi   4th Better with Age – Taunton 

5th Wiltshire Mavericks     6th Marjon Old Boys 

7th Cardiff Volts      8th Torexe Old Timers 

9th Countrymen 1      10th Torexe Old Farts 

11th Countrymen 2 
 

Rachel Swindell 

Competitions Secretary 

Junior Volleyball 

The first of the seasons Junior Grand Prix events has taken place - at Melksham. The resulkts, 

following the first event are: 
U12 Girls 

Place Team Points 

1 Ridgeway Stars 10 

2 Atomic Alfreds 8 

3 Taunton Meerkats 6 

4 Devizes Diamonds 5 

5 Action Alfreds 4 

U12 Boys 

1 Taunton Titans 10 

2 Ridgeway Smashers 8 

3 Calne Planets 6 

4 Devizes Devils 5 

U13 Girls 

1 Almighty Alfreds 10 

2 Alfreds Amigos 8 

3 Alfreds Alsorts 6 

4 Alfreds Aces 5 

U13 Boys 

1 Ridgeway Spikers 10 

2 Taunton Terminators 8 
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U14 Girls 

1 Alfreds Army 10 

2 Devizes Divas 8 

3 Taunton Odz 6 

4 Attacking Alfreds 5 

5 Calne Milky Stars 4 

U15 Girls 

1 Alfreds Angels 10 

U15 Boys 

1 Ridgeway Allstars 10 

2 Calne Mars Bars 8 

 

The next Grand Prix event takes place at Melksham on December 8th Please enter online 

at http://www.swva.org.uk/junior-grand-prix/junior-registration 

The Grand Prix includes all age groups U12 to U15. It will cost £12 per team. I am still looking 

for volunteers to fill in the paperwork and run the tournaments some of the events. The order 

of play and the boxes will be provided. Please let me know of any dates that you would be 

available to help at. These tournaments are run on the basis that the workload is spread out as 

much as possible, and I would be really grateful for any volunteers in order for the events to be 

successful. 

The other events confirmed are:- 

Saturday 8th December Christie Miller, Melksham 

Saturday 2nd February Christie Miller, Melksham (will be U15 regional round and U17 SW) 

Saturday 9th March Hutton Moor, Weston-Super-Mare ( will be U14 SW Championships) 

The tournaments will start at either 12 noon or 1 p.m. and will last for about four hours.  

Any clubs wishing to run Satellite tournaments to compliment the main Grand Prix, please send 

the details to me so that I can enter them on the SW website. Note that these events are 

worth half points and the best two satellite results will be counted in the end results.  

Please keep an eye on the competitions section of the SW website for information on the various 

events and ways to register for them. ( http://www.swva.org.uk/calendar ) 

The dates below are the provisional training dates for the U15 and U17 boys South-West Squads 

for you information, to be held in Exeter, Devon:-  

15-Dec-12 11.00 – 4.00pm   19-Jan-13 11.00 – 4.00pm  

http://www.swva.org.uk/junior-grand-prix/junior-registration
http://www.swva.org.uk/calendar
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16-Feb-13 11.00 – 4.00pm   16-Mar-13 11.00 – 4.00pm 

18-May-13 11.00 – 4.00pm    

The dates below are the provisional training dates for the U14 and U16 Girls South-West 

Squads for you information to be held in Highbridge, Somerset:-  

15-Dec-12   11.00 – 4.00pm   12-Jan-13 11.00 – 4.00pm     

3 or 9-Feb  13 11.00 – 4.00pm  2-Mar-13 11.00 – 4.00pm    

 

Dave Walrond 

 
 
 
Officials  
 

Olympics - It’s been an exciting summer  – we have had a number of our members actively 

involved in the Olympics and Paralympics in London. I want to congratulate everyone involved in 

the Olympic movement whether as Linejudges, Scorers, Statisticians, Managers, Volunteers, 

Games Makers and even those who had just attended the games to soak up and contribute to the 

amazing atmosphere and buzz surrounding the volleyball programme at the Olympics. It was a 

very special Summer. Let’s hope for that buzz to continue through the season. 

 

Affiliations -  we have 53 registered referees this season, to date. Please can I urge the various 

associations to chase up any referees who have not yet registered. It is important that they 

register so that can be kept in the loop about various opportunities available to them as an 

official as well as the necessary insurance and liability cover that comes with registration. 

 

Rule changes – There are no notable rule changes that are due to come into effect for the SW 

Leagues for the 2012/13 season. There is talk of the FIVB making changes to sanctions and net 

penetration rules in January but we would not look to follow suit until the 2013/14 season. 

 

Referee courses (Indoor) – I recently held a referee course in Plymouth and there was a 

reasonable turnout of attendees – Richard Morten did the honours of tutoring the group and 

having been there throughout the weekend and having communicated to all attendees since, I am 

confident that all of them will be plying their new found skills over the forthcoming season. VE 

have put in process a new scheme where the papers are handed in with a pre-completed 

registration form which means that our affiliations numbers will definitely go up providing they 

all pass (Please note - I have every confidence in the group!). There is a lot of interest around 

the region to support further Grade 4 courses this season such as in North Devon, Bristol and 

Exeter who have all made enquiries about facilitating courses in January and February 2013. 

 

Referee courses (Junior) – I now have the relevant information regarding delivery of the Young 

Referee Award to Key stage 3 and 4 pupils. I will be able to deliver at least one Award during 

the season due to PMVC’s link to its new junior academy at Tor Bridge High. The course is 

designed to allow children to self-officiate the competition formats relevant to their level of 

participation (such as minivolley, 3v3 etc). If any clubs or schools are also interested in this 
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scheme it is relatively inexpensive to provide and can be delivered by teaching staff. 

 

In addition to this, any young players that are playing 6 a side volleyball but are not yet 16 years 

old,  can complete the Grade 4 course despite the course guidelines stipulating you have to be 16 

years old to participate. They will gain a Junior version of the qualification (Grade 4 J) which 

automatically upgrades to an adult grade when they reach 18. Please ensure they are encouraged 

to do so as knowledge of the rules is a great way to enhance any players ability on the court as 

well. 

 

Beach and Sitting Courses – In preparation for the 2013 beach season, I am keen to arrange a 

Grade 4 beach course in April next year. Any interested parties in holding the course, please 

contact me and I will support in administrating the event – it’s only a one day event and we would 

need a room close to a beach court – possible venues in mind are Croyde, Exmouth or 

Bournemouth as all have recognised a recognised beach volleyball programme. I am also enquiring 

about the provision of a sitting volleyball upgrade course for any existing referees in the SW 

region in January 2013. If anyone is interested in learning the nuances in the rules which differ 

from volleyball, please let me know of your interest. I would hope to hold the 4 hour course 

somewhere central in the SW Region. 

 

Mentoring scheme - I am still confident in active registered referees being available to support 

newly qualified referees in their areas. For this scheme to be effective though, there needs to 

be more referees registering and expressing an interest in the sport (for example, there is only 

one referee in Cornwall, two in Glamorgan and 2 in Somerset so far).Therefore, in the meantime, 

myself and Richard Morten are always available on phone or email to provide support advice or to 

bounce ideas around. However, I would urge anyone who is a 3N and above to look out for 

referees in their region and establish contact with them if you don’t already know them. I may 

formally ask some referees to keep an eye out for fledgling referees in their area. Alternately if 

there are any referees out there requiring some form of mentoring support, contact me and I 

will see if I can help find you a mentor if I am too far away to support myself. 

 

There is also a facebook page that has been set up called “Volleyball England Referees” – it’s a 

good way of networking, sharing stories and scenarios and seeing what’s going on for our 

colleagues all over the country and what the future may hold for any of you out there anting to 

push yourself as far as you can in the world of officiating (Which way to Rio?!?). 

 

Let’s keep the ball flying and if there are any queries or concerns about officiating in any way 

shape of form in the SW region, please let me know. 

 

Keep Whistling! 

Andrew “Po” Potter, RRA for SWVA and National Grade Referee 

 
Beach Volleyball  

 

Here are some brief news items from Denise Austin: 

 

 Oakmead Grammar School, purpose built indoor beach volleyball courts, are up and 

running with athletes already in daily training 

 SWJBT tour dates were held on 19th May Bournemouth, 26th May Croyde, 15th June 
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Junior King and Queen Croyde, Weston-SW Open Championships, 14/15 July 

Sandbanks British Open , Finals held at Sandbanks on the 15/16 September. Great 

events with new players starting to enter into events, weather was disappointing this 

year! 

 VEJBT dates held at  Weston, Skegness and Margate  and the finals in Bournemouth. 

Great male number of junior players especially from the SW. Disappointing numbers of 

females. 

 TASS scholarships were increased to 8 who are based at Bournemouth University, 

delivery of TASS beach programme now underway at BU, sustained number for 2012. 

 Devon Schools Beach Volleyball event on the 26th June, with 80+ schools with 100+ 

expected for 2013.  

 SW Schools Beach Volleyball Championships Boscombe 11th July 2012 held with 70+ 

schools in attendance. 

 

It would be good to see other regions with local beach volleyball junior events as we grow the 

SW and National events, working with Karen Shilton and Regional Commissions to encourage 

more junior beach growth/ any region which has seen VE investment should have at least one 

formal LPV beach event. Limited response but people are becoming more interested in 

thinking about junior beach events. 

 

A lot of development work has taken place in North Devon: 

 Numerous taster sessions in various primary schools ahead of North Devon Schools 

volleysport championships 23rd October 2012 
 Junior Volleyball leaders planned in three schools with more grass volleyball courts being 

sited in primary schools-working closely with Active Villages Active Devon project 
 Croyde SWJBT Junior Beach event date tbc for 2013 
 King and Queen of the Beach 21-23 June 2013 part of Gold Coast Oceanfest 
 Devon Schools Beach Volleyball Championships Monday 24th June 2013 
 Braunton Feeder Primary Beach Volleysport planned for Tuesday 25th June 2013 

 
Denise Austin 

 

Student Volleyball 
 

SW Teams in Student Cup Qualifiers 2012/13 
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The Student Cup is the biggest university volleyball competition in England and is always a 

fiercely contested event with the pride of the Universities at stake. Teams from around the 

country battle it out in a bid to confirm their status as the top University volleyball team in 

England. 

This years Student Cup qualifiers are now a third of the way through, with a number of 

qualifying spots already decided. The top 16 men’s and 16 women’s teams from all qualifying 

rounds will compete at the Student Cup Finals on the 9th and 10th February 2013 at University 

of East Anglia, SportPark. 

The first of the qualifying rounds took place at the University of Leeds early in November. The 

weekend played host to high quality volleyball action and featured some of the National 

Volleyball Leagues (NVL) top players. Both Durham and Northumbria University men and women 

proved unbeatable in their respective groups, earning them automatic qualification into the 

finals. 

During the same weekend the Southern Universities qualifying event took place at Ashcombe 

Volleyball Centre. In the men’s competition it was LeAF and Kings College who dominated their 

respective groups going through to the finals having not dropped a set. 

In the women’s competition it was University College London who came out on top after a tough 

deciding set against Bournemouth University. Middlesex University also put on an impressive 

display to secure their place in the finals, sailing through their group undefeated. 

The third qualifying weekend took place at the National Volleyball Centre, Kettering. On the 

Saturday, both Leicester men and women went through as winners of their respective pools with 

the men winning three of their four matches in deciding sets. Warwick men and Oxford Women 

A were the other two qualifiers from day one. 

On day two, Loughborough Students men and women’s teams were the first to safely navigate 

their group matches, both picking up maximum points along the way. York women and Exeter men 

will also join them in the finals. 

The final qualifying rounds were due to be held at the National Volleyball Centre, in Kettering on 

the 1st December 2012. 

 

Whitefield Volleyball Tournament 2012 

 

While the number of entries was slightly down due to the clash of dates with the opening 

weekend of the Olympics, the tournament still attracted more than 110 entries and teams 

enjoyed the usual top volleyball and all the delights of Bath. 

 

On the Saturday the weather was excellent (and not many tournaments could say that this year), 

but we were affected by rain on the Sunday morning. Thankfully the rain stopped at about mid 

day, allowing us to finish the programme - though a few teams did pack up and go - spoiling the 

afternoon for some other teams who then had fewer games.  
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The 2013 tournament will be on July 20 / 21. Entries will open online on March 31st, 2013. 

 

These were the results of the 2012 tournament: 

 

Division 
Plate Runners Up Plate Winners Runners Up Winners 

 

Mens Div 4 

 

Boxhill Bandits 

 

Rugby Phoenix 

 

KS Gryf 

 

Cudley Dudley 

 

Mixed Div 3 

 

Friends Re-

United 

 

MK City VC 

 

Badgers 

 

Diamond 

Diggers 

 

Mens Div 3 

 

Wombourne 

 

Newbury 

 

Spelthorne 

Sharks 

 

Yeovil Here for 

Beer 

 

Mixed Div 2.5 

 

Average Joes 

 

Taquilla 

Slammers 

 

Watford 

Wildcats 

 

Happy Bunnies 

 

Mixed Div 2 

 

Help the Aged 

 

Sets on the 

Grass 

 

Alcester 

 

Bath Buddies 

 

Womens Div 2 

 

Lion Hearts 

Super Cubs 

 

Rugby Phoenix 

 

Lionheart Queens 

 

Prolapse 

 

Mens Div 2 

 

Sandbanks 

 

Purbrook 

 

Guildford 

 

Thames Valley 

 

Bill Daniel 

Award 

 

Larney and the Giants 

 

Mixed Div 1 

 

3.14 

 

I.V.A. 

 

Hotlips 

 

Cunning Stunts 

 

Womens Div 1 

 

Kill Birds Vol 11 

 

Gert Lush 

 

International 

 

Vollox 

 

Mens Div 1 

 

Brute Force 

 

All Mixed Up 

 

Exeter 

 

Adrenaline 
 

 

News from the Areas 

 
Bristol & District VA 

 

Following a number of meetings over the summer,  a "formal" Bristol & District VA has been 

formed.   

 

A local league has run on Saturday mornings for quite a few years with a mixture of affiliated 

NVL / SW clubs and others who were not affiliated. It is a popular mixed league, but provided 

little in the way of a competition ladder to SW /national competitions.  There has also been little 
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in the way of co-ordinated junior development / school links.  

 

As the region's largest city and an area that has in the past produced excellent junior and senior 

volleyball  there is need for change - hopefully the new Association can drive that forward.  

 

There are a few schools that have started to develop school teams or are interested in doing so. 

The seeds for development are there and I hope to be able to report positively in future 

editions of the newsletter.  

 

Team Pts W+L W L Sets Points 

1 BEMI 4 2 2 4 : 1 108 : 94 

2 Hornets 4 2 2 4 : 2 124 : 114 

3 City of Bristol 3 2 1 3 : 2 113 : 88 

4 Volleymates 3 2 1 3 : 3 120 : 109 

5 Ou et le Pantaloon 2 2 0 2 : 4 106 : 127 

6 Spoons / Phoenix 2 2 0 0 : 4 61 : 100 

7 Randoms 0 0 0 0 : 0 0 : 0 

8 Speedwell 0 0 0 0 : 0 0 : 0 

9 Tip-Top 0 0 0 0 : 0 0 : 0  

 

Ron Richards 

 
Cornwall Volleyball Association 
 
Division 1: 
 

Position Team Points Played Wins Losses Sets 

1 Helston 9 3 3 0 9 : 4 

2 Saracens 5 3 1 2 6 : 7 

3 Truro 4 2 1 1 5 : 5 

4 Countrymen 1 2 0 2 2 : 6 

 

Division 2 

 

Position Team Points Played Wins Losses Sets 

1 Brannel 9 4 3 1 11 : 3 

2 Helston B 9 3 3 0 9 : 2 

3 Saracens B 7 3 2 1 6 : 4 

4 Countrymen B 6 4 2 2 7 : 7 

5 Truro B 5 3 1 2 4 : 8 

6 Helston C 4 3 1 2 3 : 6 

7 Saracens C 3 4 0 4 2 : 12 
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Volleyball Dorset 

 

Division 1 

       

Team 2-0 2-1 1-2 0-2 Points 

Sets 

Ratio 

Points 

Ratio 

Wessex C 4 2 1 0 24 3.25 1.164 

Wessex Junior Men  3 2 1 3 23 1.1 0.968 

Wessex B 4 1 0 2 21 2 1.058 

Wessex A 3 0 3 3 21 0.75 1.035 

Sandbanks A 2 2 1 2 18 1.125 1.044 

Spike Monkeys A 0 1 2 6 13 0.235 0.8 

                

Division 2               

Team 2-0 2-1 1-2 0-2 Points 

Sets 

Ratio 

Points 

Ratio 

Panthers A 7 4 1 0 42 3.833 1.416 

Pars 8 1 2 1 40 2.857 1.217 

Sandbanks B 5 5 2 1 40 2 1.181 

Bournemouth Falcons 6 4 1 1 39 2.625 1.271 

Wessex Junior Boys 4 2 2 3 29 1.167 1.187 

Sunsetters 2 1 5 3 24 0.579 0.781 

Panthers B 2 1 2 7 22 0.421 0.846 

Wessex D 2 1 3 4 21 0.474 0.737 

Spike Monkeys B 2 1 1 6 18 0.412 0.837 

Ashdown 1 0 1 9 15 0.15 0.717 

 

Novice Tournament - November 6th 2012 

Pool A Won Lost 

Points 

Difference 

Wessex U18 Girls 4 0 24 

Falcons 2 2 8 

Bournemouth VC 2 2 -8 

Wessex Adults 1 3 -11 

Wessex U16 Girls A 1 3 -13 

    

Pool B Won Lost 

Points 

Difference 

Wessex U15 Boys 4 0 25 

Bournemouth Beach Misfits 3 1 17 

Spike Monkeys 2 2 6 

Panthers 1 3 -18 

Wessex U16 Girls B 0 4 -30 

        

Semi-finals 

   Wessex U18 Girls 15-10 Bournemouth Beach Misfits 

  Wessex U15 Boys 13 - 21 Falcons 

   Final 

   Wessex U18 Girls 16 - 11 Falcons 

   

http://www.volleyballdorset.co.uk/node/138
http://www.volleyballdorset.co.uk/node/139
http://www.volleyballdorset.co.uk/node/137
http://www.volleyballdorset.co.uk/node/136
http://www.volleyballdorset.co.uk/node/134
http://www.volleyballdorset.co.uk/node/135
http://www.volleyballdorset.co.uk/node/126
http://www.volleyballdorset.co.uk/node/129
http://www.volleyballdorset.co.uk/node/128
http://www.volleyballdorset.co.uk/node/125
http://www.volleyballdorset.co.uk/node/133
http://www.volleyballdorset.co.uk/node/131
http://www.volleyballdorset.co.uk/node/127
http://www.volleyballdorset.co.uk/node/132
http://www.volleyballdorset.co.uk/node/130
http://www.volleyballdorset.co.uk/node/124
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Exeter and District Volleyball Association 

 

The EDVA had a successful summer season with both the Exmouth Beach and Coaver grass 

leagues providing plenty of opportunities to play throughout the summer in this area, when the 

weather allowed! The Coaver grass league is not run by the EDVA, but many of the players from 

the winter leagues play in the grass league over the summer and it also attracts other casual 

players to the sport. The new season has now started with 20 teams, the same as finished last 

season, but this year we have gone back to a two division conference structure, with all teams 

playing 12 matches.  

 

The EDVA web site has had a revamp to make it more accessible for members to add their own 

news and keep it up to date. The committee is almost complete and meets about every 6 weeks, 

but unfortunately is missing a secretary, making communication outside of the league difficult.  

 

We do now have a junior development officer, Paul Novak, who is running junior sessions at St. 

Peters School and the EDVA is in the process of purchasing match quality posts and nets to 

bring the venue up to competition standard. Paul is also working with the Devon Schools league, 

increasing the involvement of Exeter based schools in the league.  

 
Division 1 

      
  

  P W L 
Pts Pts Sets Sets 

Pts 
F A F A 

Team ExColl 5 5 0 575 419 23 2 33 

PMVC Pocket Rockets 3 3 0 343 257 14 1 20 

WVC Cardinals 5 3 2 471 410 12 13 18 

Torexe Hunters 3 2 1 324 292 8 7 12 

Taunton 3 1 2 311 216 9 6 11 

Kirton 4 1 3 329 428 7 13 9 

Exeter University 1 3 1 2 208 289 5 10 7 

WVC Raptors 4 1 3 319 434 4 16 6 

Kings 2 1 1 179 231 3 7 5 

Torexe Phantoms 4 0 4 353 436 5 15 5 
 

Division 2 

  P W L 
Pts Pts Sets Sets 

Pts 
F A F A 

PMVC Jesters 4 4 0 443 313 17 3 25 

Torexe Jaguars 3 3 0 338 226 13 2 19 

Denbury Eagles 3 2 1 316 284 11 4 15 

Exeter Uni 3 2 2 0 220 167 8 2 12 

Birdmen 3 2 1 286 271 8 7 12 

WVC Cohorts 4 1 3 383 405 8 12 10 

Torexe Vulcans 3 0 3 266 325 4 11 4 

Exeter Uni 4 3 0 3 215 340 1 14 1 

Exeter Uni 2 1 0 1 79 115 0 5 0 

Torexe Spitfires 2 0 2 130 230 0 10 0 

 

Rachel Swindell 
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Gloucestershire Volleyball Association 

 

After a quiet (and damp) summer, the GVA leagues begin again on the first Sunday in October, 

with the following composition: Men Div 1 – 5 teams, Div 2 -  6 teams and Women’s Division – 6 

teams. Men’s Div 1 has lost Sandford, whilst the Women’s Division has lost Gloucestershire 

University 3rds. However, we welcome Worcester University to both the Men’s 2 and Women’s 

Divisions. Last season’s Mixed Division never really got going, and with ever less entrants for this 

time around, we have decided to put it on hold. 

 

The AGM saw a number of new faces elected to the committee, whilst after more years than I 

can remember Janet Leach is no longer the Competitions Secretary. I must pay tribute to the 

huge amount of work and time that Janet has put in over the seasons to keep the GVA 

competitions running. New secretary is Emma Jones of Lydney, who will have a hard act to follow.  

 

Amongst the new faces is an older one returning to the post of Development Officer. Graham 

Withers replaces Dan Warburton who was recruited to the Eva’s ranks last season. Graham has a 

number of ideas of what he would like to achieve, including a Coaching course, getting the local 

colleges involved with primary school coaching, and also reviving the Gloucester tournament 

which, though not an official GVA event, certainly put Gloucestershire on the volleyball map.  

  

The GVA were represented at the Cheltenham SportsFest at the end of June, with a net 

available and basic coaching, where both Lydney on Saturday and Bournside on Sunday reported a 

large number of people giving volleyball a go. Neither club though is aware of anybody taking 

their interest further – having said that Bournside have had enough contact from potential 

players to start a separate beginners session on Sunday evenings    

 

Division 1 

         

 

Played Won Lost Pts F Pts A Sets F Sets A Points Position 

Bournside 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 

Bristol 4 0 4 276 360 3 12 3 4 

Gloucester Uni 5 3 2 462 430 11 10 16 1 

Lydney 3 2 1 269 235 8 4 12 2 

Stroud 2 2 0 187 160 6 2 10 3 

          Division 2 

         

 

Played Won Lost Pts F Pts A Sets F Sets A Points Position 

Bournside 3 3 0 252 171 9 1 15 1 

Hartpury 2 0 2 94 150 0 6 0 5 

Gloucester Uni 2 0 2 130 176 1 6 1 4 

Lydney 2 2 0 171 127 6 1 10 2 

Glos Police 1 0 1 74 97 1 3 1 4 

 

Mark Horseman 
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Plymouth 
 

As there is no area association active in Plymouth for the city and surrounds at the moment, 

PMVC remains the driving force for volleyball initiatives for the area. There is still a national 

league ladies team, coached by Kevin Hamblin, but this team is completely focused on their team 

squad and does not get involved in wider community based activities. PMVC willing accept a 

community wide role as being an open club catering for a large range of playing skills, this role 

actually supports the aims, objectives and priorities of the club. 

 

Participation in volleyball within the club, and thus the city, has remained strong pre-Olympics 

and this has continued post Games now that they have ended, with quite a few new players 

arriving to play volleyball who are new to the sport on the back of the summer of sport; this is 

good to see for the area.  

   

Within the club, participation in southwest (men’s and ladies) and the Exeter (mixed) and 

District (EDVL) volleyball leagues has been well supported, with the EDVL providing a natural 

place to gain match and skill experience to enable progression onto southwest volleyball and 

beyond. On the recreational volleyball front, due to its success last season, the Plymouth Local 

League will soon be making a return due to popular demand. Again, providing a clear progression 

route from beginner to improved skills for higher levels of play. 

 

This season at the club, training nights will cater for a wide range of abilities with one open 

training night being held on the Marjon campus, available to all players, and a separate night for 

higher skilled players appropriate to southwest and national league standards. 

 

There is now a confirmed venue strategy that not only includes Marjon, but now also Tor Bridge 

High School (TBH), this being used for matches. The other benefit of using TBH is that we are 

in advanced negotiations to establish volleyball as an extra curricular activity at the school and 

utilise the site as a volleyball acedemy. With this in mind, an initiative started in October at the 

school will do just that, that will involve running a trial after school programme run by a young 

and qualified coach. If this works, the club hope to provide an ongoing easy route and connection 

from school to club volleyball, hopefully attracting more young players of the future.  

During the Olympics and Paralympics, PMVC ran a volleyball demonstration and then a sitting 

volleyball demonstration at Plymouth City Piazza in front of the open-air big screen in Plymouth 

whilst GB matches were being played. Club members and actively involved members of the public 

supported this initiative during the day, the aim being to raise the awareness of volleyball and 

disability sport in the community (in particular sitting volleyball which is an area for club 

development this season).  

 

Other inclusion programmes held in the city were the Volleyball taster sessions as part of a 

celebration of the Olympics duting August held at The newly built Life Centre. A sitting 

Volleyball taster was also held with a great deal of interest shown towards the sport. The Life 

Centre is now keen to continue to look at providing these formats of volleyball as part of their 

ongoing programme of diverse sport opportunities with further taster days and the possibility of 

community sessions to be held there soon. It has also provided the city with another venue which 

is now able to facilitate volleyball for matches and practice.  

 

Lastly, a ref’s course was held at TBH in September for aspiring refs and for those who wanted 
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to brush up on their knowledge of the rules. The course lead by Richard Morton and supported 

by Andrew Potter was well received and has put some fresh reffing talent on the map in 

Plymouth! 

 

Charlie Huitson – Secretary for PMVC 
 

Wiltshire 

 
The Wiltshire Volleyball Association (WVA) is fortunate enough to have sufficient volunteers 

within the county to fill all the positions of the committee.  

 

Some clubs have seen an increase in numbers for training since all clubs started back in training 

after the summer break.  This is most likely due to the Olympics; in fact ‘Royal’ Wootton Bassett 

saw 40 people in total at its first session!  Let’s hope they all continue to play after the fever 

has worn off.  There are also some new junior faces at some clubs, which is probably a good sign 

of the spread of the interest.  

 

There are 10 affiliated clubs within the WVA: Devizes (2 teams), Salisbury (3 teams), Olympiad, 

Erlestoke House, Calne Comets (3 teams), Royal Wootton Bassett (2 teams), Melksham, Aquae 

Sulis, Melksham Oak and Wiltshire Mavericks.  Some clubs also have Ladies and Junior teams.  

There are 13 teams competing in the main league, with 6 teams in the Premier Division and 7 in 

Division 1; this is the same as last season. 

 

The Wiltshire Mavericks Club currently has 1 men's team in the SW Men's League and 1 team in 

the National League, having re-entered this season.  Wootton Bassett also has 1 ladies' team 

playing in the SW Ladies' League.  

 

All clubs have qualified coaches and officials of different levels; as an association we are trying 

to increase the number of qualified officials.  Several of these participated in the Olympics and 

Paralympics as ‘Gamesmakers’ including Andrew Smith, Richard Morten, Serena Morten, Sarah 

Newstead, Martin Shakespeare and John Postance.  Well done to all of them. 

 

The following WVA League and competitions are being played this season: - 

 Premier Division – Mixed League 

 Division 1 – Mixed League 

 Ladies & Junior League 

 Dave Kinder Knock-Out Cup 

 Pre-Season Tournament 

 End-of-Season Tournament 

 Ladies Christmas Cup 

 Junior Tournament  

 

The WVA League fixtures have commenced; the first Ladies & Junior League fixtures have also 

been played, and in September  the Pre-Season Tournament was played, with a ‘Rest of 

Wiltshire’ side beating Melksham in a close fought final. 

 

In junior volleyball, 5 girls were selected for the SW girl’s regional squad and 1 girl (Yasmin 

Kaashoek from Devizes VC) has been selected in the England Girls Cadets squad. 
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This summer was quieter on the beach front, with fewer competitions about.  There was a weekly 

beach volleyball evening, which was cancelled more often than not due to the ‘wash out’ of a 

summer.   This was organised by our newly appointed Beach Development Officer, who has plans 

to increase activity for this season.    

 

Though an 'Expression of Interest Form' was submitted for the 2012 Olympic London Beach 

Capital Initiative, we weren’t successful in obtaining funds for the development of the ‘Wiltshire 

Beach’ as it is referred to, though other funding streams are being sought, after some good 

publicity with ‘come and try’ sessions. 

 

Cliff Ball, Chair - Wiltshire Volleyball Association 

 

40 YEARS ON 

 

At the 1972 SWAVA AGM there were resignations from Mick Rothwell and Chris Sherman.  The 

newly appointed  secretary was Ron Richards and chairman, Brian Jones.  

 

In the National Finals Southgate beat Spark, while in the Intermediate Cup KS Gryf beat Sikh 

Temple.  Exeter University were UAU winners and had been promoted to the National Premier 

League. Speedwell and North East Somerset had both been accepted into National League Div 2 

South.   EVA affiliation fees were set at £2 per club.  

 

30 YEARS ON 

 

In 1982 the SW Newsletter was pleased to announce the re-birth of the Speedwell INVO  

tournament at Whitchurch Sports Centre, Bristol after a gap of a number of years.  

Unfortunately the same edition of the newsletter featured an article by Ray Tingley which 

announced the death of Stan Nutland – one of “the Speedwell parents”, who from his wheelchair 

had done so much as a volunteer for the club and the INVO tournament.  

 

The Cornwall Volleyball Association had just been established – thanks to co-founders Tom 

Fisher and Dave Robson. Bracknell and Wolverhampton Polytechnic had both been welcomed to 

Cornwall for weekend visits.  

 

Dennis Rimmer had also reported that 40 people had turned up to a meeting at North Devon 

Leisure Centre to discuss the establishment of a local league, for which a steering committee 

had been established.  

 

George Reynolds of the Sports Council was talking of the new policy of “concentrated sports” – 

volleyball was not yet to receive extra funding  under this programme (not much changes!). 

 

In the SW Leagues, Abergavenny were the winners of Mens Div 1 with Telesports of Poole as 

runners up. In Mens Div 2 Cardiff Volts beat OBC Poole to the title by one point. In the Ladies 

League Poole Thumpers were the victors over Bemi.  

 

The SW Championships held at Whitchurch Sports Centre provided Speedwell and Weymouth 
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Rembrandt as Mens Finalists and Speedwell and Bemi as Ladies Finalists. The finals were to be 

played at Weymouth College in June. Speedwell won the ladies final, but Weymouth Rembrandt 

took the Mens.  

 

After strong junior volleyball development in the region in the 1970s, the early 80s saw a fall in 

the number of junior teams and players. In 1982 the U16 events and the U20- ladies cup were 

called off due to a lack of entries. The only event to run was the U20 Mens Cup in which Poole 

Thumpers beat Priory 3-2 in a close match lasting over two hours.  

 

In an article in the newsletter, Lyn Allen of Poole Thumpers bemoaned the lack of junior 

competition saying:  “As a club our youth policy is very important to our future, we were formed 

about 6 years ago and our first juniors are now 16 to 20 and playing National League Div 4, our 

U16 team have won the SW U16 Championships for the last two years. …… Is your club doing 

enough to help children. …..  Why is there no U16 competition for clubs?” 

 

Whitefield School in Bristol was likely to be a building site during the summer and a late decision 

was made to move the Whitefield Tournament to Bath Sports Centre where it has stayed ever 

since.   Speedwell won both of the indoor titles – beating Kelly Girl in the mens final and 

Hillingdon in the womens.  

 

In the National League, Speedwell Rucanor remained champions – being unbeaten in over 50 

consecutive National League matches. BP Bemi were promoted from NVL Div 2 to Div 1.  OBC 

were at the top of Mens Div 3 and Swindon World of Sport were at the top of Div 4.  Priory 

were the unbeaten champions of the Qualifying League.   In the Ladies League Speedwell were 

2nd to Hillingdon, with Poole Thumpers taking top place in Div 2. 

 

In the early 1980s it was common for the winners of the national league to enter European 

competition in the following season. Speedwell were drawn against Servette of Switzerland, they 

lost their away leg and their victory at home in Bath was not sufficient to get them to the 

second round – a mixed blessing as coach Steve Spooner had reported that it had cost £1,000 to 

host the home leg.  

 

We were pleased to announce that a pool of the West  European Ladies Spring Cup was to be 

held at Bath in March 1983.  Volunteers were being enlisted for the organising committee.  

 

20 YEARS ON 

 

In 1992 Whitefield Men were promoted to NVL Div 2, Westward Lovell and Priory to Div 3 

South and Time Out Gloucester City Ladies to Div 2.  

 

In the SW Leagues Lovell Westward pipped Speedwell for the Mens Premier Division title, while 

City of Cardiff were first and Horfield second in Mens Div 1. In the Ladies League Exeter were 

first and Plymouth second.  

 

The Sports Council again featured on the newsletter pages – this time because volleyball was not 

to be included in the SW Sports Council focus sports and would have no significant funding in the 

following season.  
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Again events had gone full circle and thanks to the efforts of Keith Gooding, Gill Harrison and 

others entries for SW Junior Competitions were flourishing and an additional two venues had to 

be found for the mini volleyball championships. Winners were:  U12 - Churchill, U13 - King 

Alfreds, U17 boys – Wessex. 

 

Rule changes introduced at the Barcelona Olympics meant that sets one to four would now end at 

17 points. The ball could be played above the knee (as opposed to the waist) for the first time.  

There were also changes to the interpretation of the “tip” and the block (can not be redirected). 

 

The newsletter discussed the likelihood of funding becoming available from the projected 

national lottery.  

 

1992 saw the third Beach Volleyball Grand Prix  with Kittlety and Joyce taking top spot. They 

were followed by Cranstone / Fairclough (2nd) Jones / Eaton (3rd) and Curtis / Marshall (5th).  In 

the womens event Hawkins / Tuohey were second and Hopkins / Lister were eighth.  

 

A major merger was going to take place in Gloucestershire with Stroud Men, Stroud Ladies, 

Rednock and Ribston Spikers amalgamating as Team Cotswold.  

 

 

10 YEARS ON 

 

The South West enjoyed great success in the 2002  Inter Regional Championships held in 

Stoke.     The Under 15 and Under 17 Boys teams both triumphed to compete a fantastic double 

while both Girls squads finished as runners up. 

 

The SW Under 15 Boys team were particularly impressive, giving performances way above that 

expected of their age group to win the Championship without conceding a set. Their squad was 

made up of:  Tom and Iain Colley (Kingsmead and Priory)    Robert Flay, Scott Frame, Richard 

Collins, Chris Dawe (Wessex)     Tom Wiltshire, James Ponsford  (Melksham)    Jo Willis (Kings), 

Oliver Howe, Alex Deakin (Priory) 

 

The U17 Boys Squad was: - Mark Pitman, James Stickland, Drew Flanagan, Aaron Day,  David 

Mapplebeck, Ben Adamson (Wessex)    Rob Garrigan, Craig Taylor (Plymouth)   Keith Williams 

(Plymstock)   David Richards (Priory)   Shane McAteer (Wootton Bassett) 

 

The U15 Girls Squad was:  Janna Rogers (Whitefield), Annie McBain, Rebecca Brickwood, Leanne 

Eddie, Sophie Guymer, Anneka Wicks, Henrietta Creasy (All from Wessex), Rachel Turner 

(Melksham), Stacey Woods, Sarah West (King Alfreds). 

 

Sue Pierce reported on Melksham's visit to Berlin - she said: "I was very pleased to win four 

matches out of eight on our first trip to Europe. The boys, however, were very disappointed. We 

watched the final, which was an amazing standard.  The Germans were all using the English cheer 

– Lets go Berlin, lets go!!!  The final presentations were a grand affair with flags, music and 

fanfares". 

 

SW Competitions Winners and Runners Up were: 
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      Winners   Runners Up 

Mens SW League    Marjons   Bristol 

Womens SW League    UWIC    Plymouth 

Mens SW Championships   Plymouth DML Activate Mavericks 

Womens SW Championships   Mavericks   Wessex 

Veterans Tournament   Whitefield   Speedwell 

 

The Bert Williams Referees Award was awarded to Andy Skidmore. 

 


