2012-09-26 Regional Champions Trophy Reply to VE

Hi all,
 
I'm not sure if I have already replied to this or not in the past, my apologies if I am just repeating myself here. For us in the SWVA, we see the Regional Championship Trophy as an end of season event, it's the logical place for it and I list our reasons below. Holding it toward the beginning of the indoor season is inappropriate and I'm not sure how we are going to handle this in the SW.
 
First can I say that I attended the RCT event this year and I was most impressed with the event and with the way it was presented etc, for teams and players who will not make it to any other national tournament event, it was excellent. I thought the ladies event was very competitive, with all teams of a similar regional / lower NL level and all teams entered into the spirit of the event. I did not see too much of the men's event, I did hear rumours from some Polish speakers that one team had a ringer, flown in from Poland just for the event, VE did not ask us this year to check and to confirm which players qualified or did not qualify for the event and hence it was left to the teams to be honest. The standard was much wider between the men's teams. 

 

One other thing we have noticed, most teams prefer to take part in the RCT and to represent the SW region than to take part in our flag ship SW Championships event (and compete against NL teams for the title), held on an adjacent weekend in May. Most teams do not try to do both and hence fully concentrate on the one event.
 
Our representatives for the RCT are the winners of the SW Regional League and as such many are promoted to the National League for the following season. Hence by September they will potentially have new players and all be National League registered (against the rules of the RCT) and will have started their National league competition (matches start for most by mid-Sep). Playing in the RCT will at this point be at best a distraction (assuming that VE have not scheduled them to be playing National that weekend). As the new team comes to grips with the realities of the travel and commitment involved for National League, we believe that they are less likely to be available to play in the RCT.
 
For example, last years Men's winners were Wiltshire Mavericks, they are now in the NL, the current Wiltshire Mavericks team for the 2012-13 SW league is a completely different set of players (a team based around juniors, developing players, a 'B' team), so which team would we ask to represent us, the NL team with added new signings, do we need to increase the paperwork and track down only players who meet the RCT rules for the previous season and perhaps may have moved on to new clubs? 

 

Likewise the 2010-11 Men & Ladies winners Wessex did not enter the SW regional league the following season, I believe most players moved on to one of their NL teams. As clubs evolve and change and players circumstances change, players who played for one club one season may well be playing for a different club the next, how do VE set the eligibility criteria for the players to compete in the RCT, based on the current player list or those from the season in which they qualified to play. NL league fixtures start in mid September and Men’s Div 3 matches are already scheduled to be played on the same weekend. This year due to the size of the SW Men’s league we also have fixtures on the last weekend in September and contrary to a previous comment made below, regional league matches cannot be changed in the SW (it's a packed season) and I suspect the NL will not be too happy to rearrange fixtures for last season SW league winners to take part in the RCT. 

 

I don't know about other regions but pre-season tournaments in the SW have been declining in recent years. First they now clash with beach and grass league fixtures which finish in September and the number of clubs who train throughout the summer appear to be far less nowadays, outside of the National League. We have seen the disappearance of indoor tournaments like, Whitfield & Gloucester and pre-season NL / Regional team tournaments like Weymouth & Cardiff have recently folded due to a lack of numbers.
 
Keeping it to an end of season makes sense, a pre-season event makes no sense. 
 
 
Regards

 

Dave Reece

SW Chair

