Paralympic opposition for supermarket sitting volleyball players
A GROUP of supermarket workers have played sitting volleyball against Paralympians. The team from Sainsbury's in South Molton accepted a wildcard entry into a national competition.
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GRAND PRIX WILDCARDS: Mat Jackson (front, centre) with his sitting volleyball team of (from left) Will Lewin, Mitchell Box, Joey Kennedy-Brown, Dan Hall and Jack Kennedy-Brown. Picture: Rob TIbbles. 
They came up against the best players in the country, including members of Great Britain's team from the London 2012 Paralympics.
Jackson 6, named after captain Mat Jackson, won one out of four games in the first round of the Sitting Volleyball Grand Prix at the National Volleyball Centre in Kettering, Northamptonshire.
Jackson, a trading manager, said: "It was a lot more competitive than we thought it was going to be but it was a good team-building exercise and it was great to meet Paralympians."
Jackson led his team unbeaten through about 20 matches in an inter-store competition run by Sainsbury's.
They were offered a place in the Grand Prix after Jackson contacted Volleyball England about the possibility of taking on the national team.
They were defeated by Portsmouth, Loughborough Lions and Ashfield Vipers but beat Kent Wyverns 25-11, 25-21 to finish eighth out of nine teams.
Jackson, 32, from Barnstaple, has run the London Marathon four times but he was surprised by the physicality of the competition, which is open to disabled and non-disabled players.
"We were having to move more than we thought we would because the courts were quite large," he said.
"We were shattered after four matches that each lasted up to an hour."
Jackson and his team of Mitchell Box, Will Lewin, Dan Hall, Jack Kennedy-Brown and Joey Kennedy-Brown, who do not have disabilities, practise once a week at South Molton Community College.
They will be rebranded as the Sainsbury's Stallions for round two of the Grand Prix in Dorking, Surrey, on Sunday, November 25.
 

 

 

