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Trustees Wanted
Giving for the Future of Volleyball

Being a Trustee, although voluntary, 
can offer many rewards.

•	 Meet new people
•	 Develop new skills
•	 Add to your CV

Are you innovative, creative, mad about volleyball, good at fundraising, want to become a 
Trustee????? 

Then the Volleyball England Foundation wants you! 

We are a very small charity and want to raise funds to help support young players and clubs 
who may be having some financial difficulties. We need a small team of trustees who have the 
drive, determination and vision to help raise funds for the Foundation.

The key objectives for the Foundation are to:
•	 Maintain health – keeping us healthy!
•	 Assist in advancing educational opportunities through volleyball – helping get more people 

enthused by our great sport!
•	 Help provide facilities in order that the opportunity to play volleyball is available for all and 

not limited by income – giving a helping hand when needed, every now and again!

If you are interested please contact 
Lisa Wainwright 
l.wainwright@volleyballengland.org 
or call 01509 227722 for more 
information. Closing date 1st 
December 2014

A Solid Building Starts 
with Good Foundations

Help Us Build a 
Stronger Sport
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ELECTRONIC 3 TOUCH
Via previous Volleyball Voice events and through the member 

survey, the majority of our readers have indicated that producing 
this magazine in electronic form only, would be fine. Therefore, 
from now onwards, you will no longer receive this magazine in 
hard copy through the mail. Those people and non-members who 
have an individual hard copy subscription are entitled to a refund 
and have been informed through our administration department.

The Editorial Team
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Welcome
www.volleyballengland.org

Lisa Wainwright
Chief Executive

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME
Welcome to the new-style 3Touch, 
coming to you electronically from 
now onwards.

For those who don’t know me, I was elected at July’s 
AGM as your new President.  I have played, coached and 
administered volleyball at all levels, from junior beginners to 
national teams, for many, many years.  Keith Nicholls, who is 
even more experienced than myself, was elected as Vice-
President at the same time.

Our main aim is to help English volleyball to become 
stronger, both at club/school level and nationally.  To achieve 
this, we need volleyballers like you to become more involved, 
to develop your club, help your regional/local association 
to increase strength or even get involved nationally.  Many 
of you have expertise to offer, in volleyball or from your 
experience outside the sport.  This is not just as a coach or 
referee, but also on the admin side.  For example, I would 
like to create a Marketing and Commercial Advisory Group 
under our Marketing Director, Delvin Lane, to maximise 
our exposure and ability to generate external revenue in 
this area.  If you have, or know someone who has, strong 
experience and contacts in this area, email:  delvin.lane@
volleyballengland.org.

There are many areas in which you can get involved.  If 
you would like to contribute towards volleyball’s growth, 
nationally or locally, or wish to discuss any volleyball matters, 
email me on geoff.allen@volleyballengland.org.  I have 
already received a number of really good ideas to develop 
volleyball and look forward to receiving more.

I had the great pleasure to visit both the Sainsbury’s 
School Games in Manchester, where our junior teams showed 
their prowess, and the Invictus Games in London, where 
the British Armed Forces Sitting Volleyball Team won gold. 
Both events were inspiring and show why we must strive to 
reinstate our senior England teams.

I will work hard to help English volleyball to grow and 
flourish.  I may not achieve all my ambitions within that, but 
it will not be for a lack of trying.

Geoff

CEO NEWS
The new season is upon us so may I 
wish the NVL teams all the best for 
the season ahead. To our volunteers, 
thank you in advance for everything 
you do in preparing the teams to 
compete and, as ever to our Referee’s, 
just thank you so much! 

Alongside this, our young athletes are due to compete in 
both NEVZA Under 19’s (Denmark) and Under 17’s (England). 
If you fancy seeing some of our top up-and-coming young 
performers, then please come along to the National Volleyball 
Centre, Kettering and support our England teams!

With the culmination of the Volleyball England Beach Tour, 
I was delighted with the expert and professional coverage of 
this wonderful sport on Sky and wish to express my thanks 
to Itsu for their continued support. And for the first time, 
we witnessed a huge spike in interest for sitting volleyball 
with The Invictus Games, which proved to be an amazing, 
inspirational event. Well done HRH Prince Harry! Long may The 
Games continue and to everyone out there, volleyball is for 
you and can help in so many ways. Who could not have been 
moved and been more proud to see volleyball feature in the 
recovery of so many of our injured service personnel? 

Speaking of being proud, again we excelled at the 
Sainsbury’s School Games. Congratulations to all our English 
athletes – top of the medal table and so much more. The event 
is the culmination of so much hard work by so many, again 
long may this continue and thanks to the Youth Sport Trust for 
their continued support with this event.

As we move into autumn, many of us will begin to 
forget those long summer holidays - or maybe not! Huge 
congratulations to all the coaches who successfully completed 
the FIVB Level 2 Coaching Course. Many of you had to give up 
annual leave, most had to financially contribute and many are 
already supporting local and national delivery! Thank you all 
and many congratulations! 

So, good luck with the season ahead and let us know if we 
can support you more!

Lisa

Geoff Allen
President
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In the US college set-up there are around 
41 NCAA Division 1 & 2 institutions, along 
with countless Division 3 & NAIA colleges, 
which offer a Men’s Volleyball Programme 
alongside full-time study. Div. 1 and 
Div. 2 teams play together in combined 
conferences whilst Div. 3 and NAIA play in 
their own separate competitions. 

Many US colleges offer athletic and/or 
academic scholarships to help bring the costs 
down. In Robert’s case, the total cost, including 
tuition, accommodation, food, health insurance, 
volleyball programme and associated travel 
costs and kit, works out less than the UK tuition 
fees alone. However, costs do vary from college 
to college. The colleges constantly monitor 
each player’s academic progress because 
under NCAA rules any student who falls below 
a certain academic level becomes ineligible to 
play for the college.

Robert set up a personal profile, with 
highlight videos, and sent it out to college 
coaches. Thirty replied and corresponded 
with him and he received several offers, 
eventually narrowing it down to two choices. 
After official visits to both of these, Robert 
agreed to sign for the University of Mount 
Olive in North Carolina and will play for them 
in the Conference Carolinas (1 of 4 NCAA 
Div.1/2 Conferences) next season, starting in 
January 2015.

The team trains five times a week, has a 
dedicated Strength & Conditioning Coach 
(and S&C programme) and a Physiotherapy 

Having spent four years developing his skills in the England Cadets and Junior volleyball squads, 
Robert Poole  wanted to take his career in the sport forward whilst simultaneously completing a 

University education.

Team who are available every day. Robert will 
get to travel around several states in the US 
for matches, at no extra cost, and his family 
will be able to follow all his games back 
home via a live video link.

All in all, a fantastic opportunity, not only 
to live and study for four years in another 
country but to be able to play volleyball in 
the highly competitive atmosphere of the US 
NCAA Championships.

I look forward to further updates on 
Robert’s progress and wish him Good Luck!

Article by Sean Poole, Robert’s father.

VolleynewsAn Englishman Abroad

VOLLEyBALL
STATESIDE
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Support from Active Surrey results in 
growing demand for Surrey-based volleyball 
club. 

Richmond Volleyball Club has been named 
‘the best in the South East’ after launching a 
Let’s Play Volleyball (LPV) satellite volleyball 
club in Elmbridge. With support from Surrey’s 
County Sports Partnership, “Active Surrey”, 
Richmond Volleyball Club set up Heathside 
Volleyball Club to address a previous lack of 
participation in the sport and to provide a 
new opportunity for local young people. 

As part of its commitment to the LPV 
satellite club, which was launched in 
January 2014, the team at Richmond has 
set Heathside up with an extensive training 
and coaching programme as more than 20 
children aged between 12-16 years regularly 
attend the club to experience a new sport in a 
professional environment. 

Eli Karlicka-Cook, Active Surrey Community 
Sports Development Manager, comments: 
“Previously there was no junior volleyball 
club in the borough and this club has 

addressed a local gap in provision and 

provided a new opportunity for local young 

people. We are delighted that, after months 

of hard work forging links between schools 

and sports clubs, one of Surrey’s own satellite 

clubs has won this high profile regional 

award.” 

Imogen, 15, who attends the club said: 

“The satellite club is great fun. I have 

attended weekly since the club started. The 

coach (David) is very approachable and he 

makes the sessions really enjoyable. He 

has organised a match for us to get some 

competition and I hope to continue playing 

volleyball in the future. ” 

David Rijvers, Chairman of Richmond 

Volleyball Club and lead coach at Heathside 

Volleyball club, said: “It is fantastic to win 

this award. We are extremely pleased to have 

brought volleyball to Elmbridge. The club has 

allowed more young people to experience 

volleyball and we hope the club continues to 

grow and flourish.” 

The National Satellite Club Programme 
aims to support community sports clubs 
to start up new club sessions (outside of 
curricula time) based in schools/colleges 
or other community venues, where 11- 25 
year olds will be able to access sporting 
opportunities easily. All young people are 
encouraged to attend a local satellite club, 
regardless of whether they attend the school/
college where the satellite club is based. 
Satellite clubs are delivered by community 
sports clubs supported by the network 
of county sports partnerships, as well as 
national governing bodies of sport. 

Volleynews

RICHMOND

 LET’S PLAy VOLLEyBALL SATELLITE CLUB 
WINS REGIONAL AWARD 

Volleyball England is delighted to 
announce the inclusion of volleyball and 
beach volleyball as part of the ‘Talented 
Athlete Scholarship scheme’ (TASS) for the 
upcoming academic year (2014-15) with 40 
TASS places, the highest number awarded to 
any sport.

TASS is a unique programme, funded 
and administered by Sport England that 
represents the partnership between talented 
young athletes, National Governing Bodies 
of Sport (NGB’s) and the Higher Education 
sector (University). TASS aims to help 
athletes to balance academic life with training 
and competition as a performance athlete 

at a critical point in transition through the 
talent pathway.  “This is fantastic news for 
our England Talent Pathway (ETP). These 
TASS awards will allow us to extend our ETP 
and support athletes who are moving into 
higher education institutions.” said Volleyball 
England Technical & Talent Director, Audrey 
Cooper.

TASS will provide athletes with a tailored 
package of Core Services including strength 
& conditioning, education & lifestyle support, 
physiotherapy, sports medicine and access 
to the TASS medical scheme. TASS has 
previously supported numerous elite athletes 
across a number of sports, with 229 former 
or supported TASS athletes competing at 
London 2012.

“We are delighted to be working with the 
Sport England TASS programme, the TASS 
Accredited Centres (TACs) and their quality 
practitioners.” added Cooper.

Volleyball England continues to outline 
the Higher Education sector as a critical 
step in the talent pathway, by aligning the 
pathway with education and providing a 
transition for athletes between junior and 
senior international volleyball (club and 
national team level). This step will also 
be complemented by the development of 
the volleyball senior academy network, as 
volleyball England establishes partnerships 
with a number of English universities 
to develop high performance volleyball 
programmes. 
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SITTING GRAND PRIX 
VOLLEy NEWS

The eagerly awaited first Grand Prix after 
The Invictus Games took place at the 
Ashcombe Volleyball Centre in Dorking on 
Sunday 28 September, which featured many 
of the players who had claimed Gold at the 
recent Invictus Games.

Tier 1 of the competition included the top 
four teams from last season’s Grand Prix 
series.  Defending champions, Battle Back, 
were looking for a strong showing to cement 
their place at the top of English Sitting 
Volleyball, but it was in fact East London 
Lynx who laid down a marker to lead the 
competition after Grand Prix 1.  There were 
a number of tight matches in Tier 1, with the 
closest matches being between Battle Back 
A and Lincoln Imps, and Portsmouth and 
Lincoln Imps.  Battle Back A fought hard to 
secure a narrow victory over Lincoln Imps 

which set up a relegation decider between 
Portsmouth and Lincoln Imps.  Imps edged 
that battle into a closely-fought three set 
match to ensure that their place in Tier 1 
continued to Grand Prix 2.  Tier 1 MVP: Darrell 
Tring of Lincoln Imps.

Tier 2 welcomed some established 
teams back to the Grand Prix, but it was 
the debutants Newcastle Staffs who stole 
the show, remaining unbeaten in Tier 2.  
Newcastle Staffs saw off a spirited fight from 
Essex Pirates in the last round to book their 
place on Tier 1 for Grand Prix 2.  Tier 2 had 
a number of tight battles, with the match 
between Canterbury Wyverns and Battle Back 
B resulting in an epic three set match which 
could have gone either way.  However, it was 
Canterbury Wyverns who prevailed, taking 
the third set 16-14.

Jonathan Moore, Volleyball England 
Competitions Manager, commented: 

“It was excellent to have a number of new 
faces playing and volunteering at the Grand 
Prix, which is great for Sitting Volleyball and 
something the Grand Prix can look to build 
upon.  The new players will hopefully be 
inspired by the experience they have gained 
at this competition.  I would like to thank the 
volunteers who really do make events like 
this better in every way.  Their hard work and 
dedication is vital to the Grand Prix.”

Sitting Volleyball continues at the 
Ashcombe Volleyball Centre during the first 
weekend in October, when it will look to host 
the Great Britain training.  A big thank you 
should go out to the Ashcombe Volleyball 
Centre, and the Ashcombe Volleyball Club 
who continue to show their support for 
Sitting Volleyball. 

Volleynews

                 Current Table   

Position Team Points

1st East London Lynx 20

2nd Battle Back A 18

3rd Lincoln Imps 16

4th Portsmouth 14

5th Newcastle Staffs 12

6th Essex Pirates 10

7th Canterbury Wyverns 8

8th Battle Back B 6

New Safeguarding & Protecting Young 
People Policy and Good Practice Guidance 
launched.  

As our sport has grown and developed, so 
has the need to safeguard the ever-increasing 
number of young people involved. This is 
something which has always been a priority 
for Volleyball England.  Young people are 
the future of our sport, they participate in 
volleyball in various ways, from playing to 

volunteering and should be able to do so in a 
safe and happy environment.

This Safeguarding & Protecting Young 
People Policy and Good Practice Guidance 
has been designed to both inform and guide 
those within our sport on all aspects of 
safeguarding and should be adopted by all 
members of the volleyball community.

Volleyball England is committed to 

creating and maintaining a safe and 
positive environment for all young people 
to participate in volleyball. We have a 
responsibility to safeguard the welfare of 
young people and protect them from poor 
practice, abuse and bullying.

The new policy and supporting documents 
are available from 

www.volleyballengland.org/safeguarding 

VOLLEyBALL ENGLAND COMMITTED TO 
SAFEGUARDING OUR SPORT
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In the next issue we will be reporting on England’s results in International Beach Competitions.

 Reasons to 

Unusual shots from Margate be Cheerful 
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Although the summer has been jam-packed 
with numerous volleyball activities here 
in East London and Essex, one group 
particularly stood out… the Firefighters from 
Basildon’s Green Watch. 

The session was run at Basildon Sporting 
Village, which is managed and operated by 
Everyone Active, and was led by Volleyball 
England’s Sam Harding (Adult Participation 
Manager) and Louise O’Reilly (Workforce 
Manager). The purpose of the session was 
to pilot the Community Activator’s Course, 
which is currently in development, on this 
recreational group of players. 

The group was made up of eight men aged 
between 20-50 years old, all of whom had a 
variety of previous volleyball experiences. It 
very quickly came to light that this group of 
players actually take part in volleyball most 
days when at work, as they have a volleyball 
court painted onto their drill yard back at the 
station. The only thing slightly unusual is that 
they may never end a set or complete a game 
as they are always on call and have to dash 
off at the drop of a hat or, in actual fact, the 
station alarm. 

The guys went through a number of fun, 
recreational drills that are included in the 
Activator booklet and gave appropriate 
feedback. It was through this process that the 
Firefighter volleyball rules were unearthed. 
Their variations on the game include:  one 
bounce per team when the ball crosses the 
net during a rally - this allows the rallies to 
continue for longer when they play with a 
reduced number of people, ie 3v3. They also 
do not allow the ball to be passed back over 
the net in one touch from serve receive as 
this limits the amount of time that the players 
get to react to the ball coming over, therefore 
extending the rallies. The most interesting 
fact is that they are allowed to the play the 
ball off the fire station building wall and carry 

on with the rally – well these buildings do 
tend to get in the way sometimes!

At the end of the session the guys finished 
with a recreational game and managed to put 
some of their new skills into practice. They all 
worked incredibly hard but it was fantastic to 
see a bunch of mixed ability players have so 
much fun on the volleyball court. It was such 
a shame when the call came over the radio 
system that there was an emergency, which 
required the pump engine to leave straight 
away.

I have to say it is very impressive when two 
fire trucks drive into the local leisure centre 
car park, pull up and then out jump keen, 
willing and able volleyball players. More 
importantly it is fantastic that Essex has 

recreational players who are keen to learn 
and improve. The next step it is to try and 
get one of the fire crews on the Volleyball 
Activator’s Course, when they are up and 
running, so they can continue to enjoy and 
experience new challenges. 

If you are currently playing recreational 
volleyball in East London and Essex and I 
have not yet been in contact with you, please 
don’t hesitate to drop me an email detailing 
where you are playing, what time of the day 
you take part and what format you play. My 
ambition is to liaise with all the volleyball 
groups in the investment zone, whatever 
your style is! Thanks and I look forward to 
hearing from you. Please email me at: 

r.laybourne@volleyballengland.org
07850 938304 

RACHEL LAyBOURNE

RELATIONSHIP 
MANAGER UPDATE

EAST LONDON AND ESSEX

Basildon Firefighters set the trend for recreational volleyball in Essex!
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RELATIONSHIP 
MANAGER UPDATE

NORTH EAST

The region’s outdoor competitions commenced 
with the 24th Annual White Rose Tournament 
organised by Haughton VC (Darlington) and 
kindly hosted at Middleton St George Cricket 
Club.  The day attracted mixed teams from 
right across the North of England including the 
North West and Yorkshire.  The tournament 
trophy was returned to the Tees Valley after a 
close fought match between Middlesbrough & 
Acklam VC and Bolton VC. Well done to all who 
took part and supported the event! 

Level 3 school games events saw 
the region’s junior talent take to the 
stage in a variety of indoor and outdoor 
competitions.  The competitions also gave 
me an opportunity to speak to school 
teachers from a range of schools and local 
authorities.  A key issue highlighted in 
limiting the development of curriculum 
driven volleyball is the volleyball specific 
education and training of teaching staff.  
Many thanks go to Claire Shorting, coach of 
Monkseaton Volleyball Club and PE teacher 
at Monkseaton High School, who has agreed 
to support the reinvigoration of school 
teacher resources along with Amy Dennis, 
Young People Manager at Volleyball England, 
and a team of contributors.  Claire will bring 
a wealth of knowledge and experience and a 
leading edge in terms of current challenges 
in curriculum delivery and solutions to 
overcome them. 

The NE1 Quayside Seaside volleyball 
court was back in action for the Junior 
Club Invitational Tournament.  After a rainy 
morning setting up the area the sun came 
out just in time for the teams’ arrival and the 
start of the competition.  The tournament 
saw mixed 3v3 teams taking part in what 
for some were their first competitive games! 
Huge congratulations to all the participants 
and thanks to the coaches for organising the 

teams and bringing them along on the day. 
(see image) 

Thanks to NE1 Ltd Operations Manager, 
Tariq Albassam and his team of Street 
Rangers for their help and hospitality on 
the day.  All players and coaches enjoyed 
a BBQ and refreshments on the beach and 
1st, 2nd and 3rd placed teams received cash 
sponsorship prizes from NE1 Ltd. Volleyball 
sessions have taken place on the Quayside 
Seaside every Monday from 6-8 pm right 
through the summer.  These sessions end in 
September when the beach is taken down 
until next year. (see image)

I was really pleased to attend the 
23rd Annual Tynemouth Beach Volleyball 
Tournament alongside Volleyball England 
Participation Director, Rohan West.  
The fantastic weather and thorough 
preparation for the tournament made 
for a brilliant setting on the first day for 

There has been no summer lay-off for volleyball in the North East, with the region’s level 3 school 
events, junior competition across the investment zone taking place along with education and training. 
The volleyball population in general have been participating in fantastic annual outdoor events! 
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the 2v2 competition but the predictably 
unpredictable North East weather led to 
the cancellation of the second day due to 
torrential rain.  The planned 4v4 was quickly 
rescheduled for 17 August and the day 
went ahead with less rain but more wind. 
Nevertheless a brilliant day was had by all! 
(see image) 

The two days combined were a huge 
success and attracted media attention from 
Newcastle’s Evening Chronicle and BBC Radio 
Newcastle in addition to the large numbers 
of passers-by who stopped to spectate and 
cheer on the players.  Congratulations to 
Newburn Volleyball Club and their team of 
support from the local clubs who continue 
to make the tournament happen year after 
year.  It’s another huge success for North 
East Volleyball and a great advertisement for 
our sport. 

There have been a number of funding 
successes in the North East, with Marden 
VC successfully applying to the Tyne & Wear 
Sport Club Bursary fund.  The award of £500 
will go towards the purchase of an additional 
set of posts as the club expands into a two 
court venue at North Tyneside’s Marden 
Bridge Sports Centre.  Steven Anderson 
also benefitted from the Tyne & Wear Sport 
Coaching Bursary, with an award of £300 
towards the recent FIVB Level 2 award which 
took place in Kettering.

Hartlepool Volleyball Club have accessed 
additional coach education funding of 
£200 via Tees Valley Sport to support the 
development of their existing Let’s Play 
Volleyball satellite club. All great news for 
our local clubs and we are incredibly grateful 
to our partners at Tees Valley Sport and Tyne 
and Wear Sport for their continued support! 

Thanks to the clubs who have carried out 
some pioneering outreach work with external 

organisations in an effort to both promote 
volleyball and support club recruitment: 

- Marden VC in association with Cobalt  
 Business Park and Tyne and Wear  
 Sport

- Newburn VC in association with  
 Gibside National Trust

- Marden VC in association with   
 Convergys and Tyne & Wear Sport at  
 Newcastle Racecourse

- Haughton VC in association with  
 Darlington Borough Council in   
 Stanhope Park

- Hartlepool VC in association with  
 Hartlepool Borough Council on Seaton  
 Carew Beach

- Concordia VC in association with  
 Northumberland National Trust 

Percy Hedley Sitting Volleyball Club is 
up and running thanks to support from 
Percy Hedley Sports Academy and Tyne & 
Wear Sport.  The sessions have been well 
attended so far and a trip to the sitting 
volleyball grand prix at Kettering National 
Volleyball Centre is planned for early in the 
season.  Our new and developing players 
are looking forward to seeing the full game 
in action and taking these experiences back 
to their training environment at the Sports 
Academy. (see image) 

Percy Hedley Sports Academy are 
currently raising funds for The Splash 
Appeal to support the development of a new 
hydro-therapy pool on site.  If you would 
like to donate to the appeal please go to the 
website 

www.justgiving.com/SplashAppeal 

I was kindly invited to join the Tees Valley 
Sport Disability Forum and attended the 
most recent meeting to air the potential for 
sitting volleyball development in the Tees 
Valley.  I’m really pleased to be working with 
Middlesbrough Council to initiate some 
activity in the near future.  

Over the coming season I’m keen to 
work with North East clubs in attaining 
or reaccrediting their Volley Awards and 
supporting specific volunteer recruitment 
work.  We are all aware of how important 
our club structure and volunteers’ support 
are to the growth of volleyball.  It’s vital that 
our volunteers have clear role descriptions 
and that they are recognised and rewarded 
for their efforts. Whether you’d like to recruit 
more volunteers or would like to draw up 
role descriptions for current roles I’m happy 
to assist so please get in touch! 

Please contact me for more information on any of the news above or if you 
have any ideas on how to grow volleyball which you would like to share. 

If you would like any information on the up and coming season’s local fixtures 
please visit the websites below.

Tees Valley: www.tvva.leaguerepublic.com/l/league/556455276.html

Northern Counties: www.ncva.leaguerepublic.com/l/league/87952559.html 

Email me at: s.jamieson@volleyballengland.org or call me on 07850 314295. 
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ROB PAyNE
RELATIONSHIP 

MANAGER UPDATE

BLACK COUNTRy AND STAFFS 

Background
The Black Country and Staffordshire is one 
of a number of areas that have been given 
investment to develop volleyball. Once the 
programmes and projects had been identified 
and a delivery plan was created for the 
sport it was clear that to deliver all areas the 
workforce would need to be increased. To 
do this we had to understand what current 
workforce was in the Black Country within 
clubs and organisations. 

Process
The Black Country and Staffordshire 
Relationship Manager produced an audit 
from all the clubs and partners across the 
Black Country. The audit identified what was 
already available but also how the current 

workforce needs to develop to help the 
sport increase its participation. The need 
for a Level 1 Coaching Course was identified 
but one of the main barriers also identified 
by the coaches was cost to access these 
courses. The volleyball delivery plan has 
and does engage in a number of County 
Sport Partnership (CSP) and participation 
programmes which also link in with the 
BeActive coaching plan. 

Through the BeActive Partnership Coaching 
Plan we were able to part-fund 10 coaches to 
achieve their Level 1 coaching qualification. 
Each of the funded coaches comes from an 
organisation or club that is delivering, or will 
be delivering, volleyball activity. This funding 

was provided on the basis of each coach 
signing up to the Black Country Coaching 
site and recording 10 coaching hours. These 
hours will help to show the impact these 
coaches are having on participation. The 
deployment of all of these coaches prior 
to them undertaking the qualification had 
already been identified and they knew where 
they would be delivering and coaching. The 
following interventions and CSP programmes 
were used as deployment for the coaches:

• Go Spike

• Sportivate

• Students 

• Satellite Clubs

Black Country BeActive Partnership and Volleyball England Case Study – Increasing Participation 
through Coaching Recruitment, Development and Deployment of Workforce
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Case Study – Tamworth Spartans 
Satellite Club

In March 2014 a new Satellite Club was 
formed by Tamworth Spartans Volleyball 
Club at Tamworth Enterprise College.  The 
project demonstrated the impact of a joint 
approach between Volleyball England and 
‘Sport Across Staffordshire & Stoke on Trent’ 
to provide funding and strategic direction to 
the initiative.  The emphasis from the outset 
was to provide strong club links and to reach 
out to a wide audience.

Intervention
Alongside volleyballs, Continuous 
Professional Development  (CPD) for coaches 
and promotional material, the club was 
equipped with a wall net slider to create 
an all-encompassing 4v4 environment 
for players to experience the sport.  The 
sessions were delivered by a coach at the 
club who also teaches at the school, creating 
a natural pathway from the satellite into the 
hub club. 

Outcomes
Within three months of its establishment the 
following outcomes were achieved:

• 18 unique participants engaged  

 in the Satellite Club with 14   

 attending on a regular basis.

• Instant link created with Tamworth  

 Spartans Junior Academy through  

 integration evenings.  A total of  

 9 players from the Satellite Club  

 playing a mixture of games   

 with and against Junior Academy  

 players (pictured below).

• Following the success of the  

 club Tamworth Enterprise   

 College entered boys’ and girls’  

 teams to represent Tamworth  

 Schools in the Level 3 Staffordshire  

 school games.

Rob Payne (Volleyball England Relationship 
Manager) commented on the satellite club, 
saying:  “The success of the Satellite Club is 
largely due to the hard work of Chairman 

Simon Griffiths, Coach James Gardner and 
Junior Development Officer Adam Reeves.  
They have all bought into the long term, 
sustainable approach for the Satellite Club 
which is already proving to be exceeding its 
targets in its infancy.”

If your club or school is interested in 
establishing a satellite club please contact 
Rob Payne at r.payne@volleyballengland.org 
or on 07595 022516.

Benefits/Impact
All coaches funded by the Black Country 
BeActive partnership have signed up to Black 
Country Coaching (CoachWeb). On here they 
will log their 10 voluntary hours recording the 
number of participants they are delivering 
to within each session. We are able to track 
these hours and monitor the number of 
people who are benefitting from the coaches 
being funded. 

Since completing the Level 1 course, three 
coaches have now gone on to complete 
their Level 2 qualification and will 
continue to deliver volleyball programmes 
and sessions within the Black Country. 

“The Black Country BeActive funding has 
significantly impacted on the development of 
a skilled volleyball workforce in the area.  
Following an audit of new planned activity it 
was identified that the Black Country had a 
considerable shortfall in deployable coaches.  
Therefore contact was made with a range of 
key delivery partners from clubs to colleges 
to leisure providers scoping the demand 
for the Volleyball England Level 1 course.  
Following  high levels of positive feedback 
one of the key barriers preventing aspiring 
coaches from attending the course was 
cost, however with an almost 50% subsidy 
through the Black Country BeActive coaching 
funding this became much more accessible, 
with ten enrolling. 

This has resulted in an abundance of new 
activity linked to Volleyball England’s 2013-
17 Strategic Plan including: Two coaches 
starting new adult participation (Go Spike) 
sessions within their clubs, two new weekly 
college sessions (16-18 years),  one new 
Premier League 4 Sport (14+) session 
delivered in the community and five club 
sessions demonstrating growth and retention 
of players.
The success of the initiative has been 
further demonstrated with three coaches 
progressing to their Level 2 qualification 
within six months. They have taken 
ownership of new sessions within their clubs 
and want to continue along the coaching 
pathway to expand their capacity for 
delivery.” 
Rob Payne – Volleyball England Relationship 
Manager – Black Country and Staffordshire

Next Steps
We will continue to monitor the hours being 
delivered and recorded through the Black 
Country Coaching Site. The information 
gathered is being collated and we will be 

able to show the impact on participation over 
the 10 hours for each coach. 
In Quarter 4 there will be a clearer picture of 
the participants who have benefitted from 
the coaches. 
We will revisit the audit in Quarter 4 to 
identify what needs to be delivered in 
2015/16. 
Consideration of other areas of Continuous 
Professional Development (CPD) for the 
coaches will be given. 



14

  
 

14

www.volleyballengland.org

By the time you read this, eight new Lets 
Play Volleyball (LPV) clubs in Greater 
Manchester (GM) will be up and running. 
This follows on from our year 1 investment 
in two LPV clubs in Oldham at Waterhead 
Academy and Crompton House (highlighted 
in blue on the map). From the beginning of 
September through to October, all eight new 
LPV clubs will be launched. More than 25 
young girls took part in the first session at 
Altrincham College of Arts, a LPV club being 
delivered by newly qualified FIVB coach, 
Howard Ainsworth.

So let me tell you about the plans: Three 
new LPV clubs are being delivered in the 
Trafford area with Howard at the helm. These 
include Altrincham College of Arts, Urmston 
Grammar & Stretford High School. The 
sessions will attract over 96 young people 
aged 14+ into the sport with an emphasis 
on female engagement. Over £9,000 of 
funding has been secured to ensure these 
sessions flourish under Howard’s guidance. 
The funding is being used to install net and 
wall slider systems, balls and upskilling 
school teachers and support staff to become 
coaches. The depth of detail in the delivery 
plan is excellent and I can’t help but feel 
excited at the prospect of a sustainable LPV 
club network. 

In addition, new LPV clubs are being 
delivered in Tameside at Denton Community 
College and Droylsden Academy. Both clubs 
will focus on girls-only and link back to 
Tameside Volleyball Club. Sarah Hallam is 
attending the UKCC Level 2 course in October 
and will coach both sessions on behalf of 
the club. I can’t think of a better coach and 
role model to be leading a girls-only project, 
and I’m looking forward to seeing more 
girls get involved at Tameside VC. With the 
club receiving over £5,000 to develop the 
sessions, I wish Sarah and the club the very 
best of luck.

As we’re all looking forward to getting back onto the indoor court, 
I thought I would focus the reader’s attention on satellite clubs 

STEVE  K
ERR

RELATIONSHIP 
MANAGER UPDATE

GREATER MANCHESTER

Sport Projects. This exit route session will 
enable more boys to choose volleyball as a 
completive outlet. 

As you can imagine it’s an incredibly busy 
period in the Investment Zone but I hope this 
gives you a flavour of the LPV network being 
established in Greater Manchester.  

In summary: Over £20,000 of Whole 
Sports Plan funding and external funding is 
being aligned to develop the LPV network. 

The map below highlights year 1 LPV 
clubs in blue, whilst red depicts the new LPV 
clubs in year 2. 

If you’re reading this article and would like 
to get involved in any way please contact me 
at s.kerr@volleyballengland.org. 

07595 022515. Look out for my update on 
the development of Go Spike sessions in GM 
in the next issue. 

That leaves me to tell you about two 
new sessions in Manchester and one in 
Oldham. After developing two satellite clubs 
in Oldham last year Lois Best simply can’t 
get enough of the action and is supporting 
the development of a club at Hathenshaw 
High School. Local funding of £1,500 will 
facilitate the purchase of balls and nets, 
whilst also being used for transport and 
coaching qualifications. In Manchester an 
LPV club will link into our Go Spike session 
at Blackley VC. Angie and Paul will support 
school delivery until they are qualified to 
take over the sessions at Our Lady’s HS. 
Lastly, but certainly not least, Tom Atkinson 
at Manchester Marvels has been funded 
to deliver a boys-only junior session at 
Trinity High School on a Saturday morning. 
The session will capitalise on the already 
great work being done to support after-
school work and the Premier League 4 
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                      Upcoming Courses 2014 - 15

UKCC Level 1 -  George Salter Academy, Birmingham

   19th Oct, 25th Oct, 1st Nov 

UKCC Level 2 -  Salford City College, Manchester

   25th Oct, 26th Oct, 5th Dec, 6th Dec

UKCC Level 1 -  LeaF, Bournemouth

   8th Nov, 9th Nov, 15th Nov

UKCC Level 1 -  Limehurst Academy, Loughborough

   29th Nov, 30th Nov, 7th Dec

UKCC Level 1 -  Islington Arts & Media School, London

   31st Jan, 7th Feb, 14th Feb
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After a summer packed full of beach 
volleyball action, the VEBT Finals provided 
a fitting high quality end to the 2014 
Volleyball England Beach Tour. After a 
long season travelling around the country, 
the players gathered for the final time in 
Margate to provide a thrilling finale to the 
season.

In the run up to these finals the Tour has 
visited several seaside resorts nationwide 
including Skegness, Great Yarmouth, 
Weston-Super-Mare and Weymouth, and now 
these two action-packed days in Margate 
brought the 2014 VEBT to a close. The two-
day competition in Margate featured the top 
eight ranked teams in the country, the top 
juniors and for the first time the VEBT 2014 
Challenger Event.

First Day:
In the Women’s Pool Division 1, it was a 
good day for the number one seeds Katja 
Gless/Elfi Holt as they won all three of their 
matches, dropping just the one set. They 
took their final pool match in a convincing 
manner, beating Katarzyna Drozdziel /
Sandra Rogat 2-0 (21-19, 21-13). This took 
them straight through to the Semi-Finals on 
Sunday. Denise Austin who was victorious 
at Weymouth, partnered Laura Morgantini 
for the first time this summer and they 
took second place in the pool, seeing them 
through to the Quarter Finals where they 
beat Petra Jurikova/Jo Healy 
2-0 (21-17, 21-13).

Third seeds Jess Grimson and Vicky Palmer 
were in great form throughout the day as 
they confidently beat Ferretti/Mierture 2-0 
(21-12, 21-6) and Jurikova/Healy 2-1 (21-15, 
20-22, 15-8). Their final pool match pitted 
them against Vajdova/Thornton who had 
earlier beaten Jurikova/Healy 2-1 (21-19, 
19-21, 15-13) in one of the closest matches 
of the weekend. Vajdova/Thornton justified 
their place as second seeds, beating 
Grimson/Palmer 2-1 (18-21, 21-16, 15-12).

The opening round of matches in the 
Men’s Finals saw the Weymouth winners 
Phil Smith and his partner Oli Kimber take 
their first two matches 2-0 (21-9, 21-6 
& 21-19, 21-19) against Dawid Skora/
Kuba Korczyk and Aldo Rendon/Marek 
Biczysko respectively. Their final game in 
the pool was a rematch of the final from 
the Weymouth leg. In that instance it 
was their opponents Mark Garcia-Kidd/
Taylor Wilson who were victorious, 
however Phil Smith and Oli Kimber won 
today with a thrilling 2-0 victory.
The wildcard entry of Chris Gregory 
and Aden Tutton stormed their pool 
group with only the one set lost 
in their three matches. They were 
victorious over Andrew Clayton/
Carl Butcher 2-0 (21-10, 21-10), 
Mark Baechli/Chris Datler 2-0 
(21-11, 21-11) and Tomasz Lasocki/

Davide Grandolfo 2-1 (25-27, 21-12, 15-8). 
These three victories ensured their safe 
progression to the Finals Day on Sunday.

The complete semi-final line up was:

Men
Smith/Kimber VS Garcia-Kidd /Wilson

Gregory/Tutton VS Baechli/Datler

Women
Grimson/Palmer VS Austin/Morgantini

 Holt/Gless VS Palmese/Pessotto

Finals Day:
A cloudy start to the day didn’t dampen any 
spirits or levels of performance as the Semi-
Finals got underway first thing. The opening 
game of the day saw first seeds Elfi Holt and 
Katja Gless face off against the Italian pairing 
of Antonella Palmese and Michela Pessotto. 
Elfie and Katja found their rhythm early and 
won the game 2-0 (21-15, 21-5).
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The second Women’s Semi-Final was played 
in much the same vein as the previous 
match. This time it was experienced Beach 
Tour player Denise Austin and her partner 
Laura Morgantini playing against the Wessex 
LeAF pairing of Jess Grimson and Vicky 
Palmer. Unfortunately for Denise and Laura, 
Jess and Vicky were in great form and won 
the match 2-0 (21-14, 21-17).

Once the women’s matches were over, it was 
the men’s turn to take centre stage. The first 
Semi-Final saw Phil Smith and Oli Kimber 
take on the pairing of Mark Baechli and Chris 
Datler. Smith and Kimber wasted little time 
in becoming the first Men’s finalists. They 
took both sets in rapid time, with some big 
hits and great communication, winning 2-0 
(21-14, 21-17).
When that match finished, it was the turn 
of Chris Gregory and Aden Tutton to face off 
against Mark Garcia-Kidd and Taylor Wilson. 
Unlike the previous matches, this one went 
to three sets. Both sets of players were 
desperate to reach the final, but it was Chris 
and Aden who held their nerve to come out 
as winners 2-1 (21-13, 16-21, 15-13).

The next matches taking place were the 
Challenger Finals. Both were exciting 
matches which continued the high standard 
of performance. The games saw Jose 
Martinez and his partner Richard Payne take 
on Ryan Poole and Harry Jones. Harry and 
Ryan were to later compete in the Junior 
Finals. On this occasion it was Jose and 
Richard who prevailed in a fiercely contested 
match 2-1. In the Women’s Final it was 
Katarina Bednarova and her partner Emma 
Crane playing against Jana Orszaghova and 
Ania Scigala. Much like the Men’s Challenger 
Final, this match was also a contest between 
two strong pairs. However in the end it was 
Katarina Bednarova and Emma Crane who 
took the final with a 2-1 set victory.

Once the finalists were decided it was the 
Juniors who took to the court. The first 
Junior Final was that of Issa Batrane and 
his partner Sam Allen against Harry Jones 
and Ryan Poole. This game meant a lot to 
both pairs and it showed, as the standard of 
volleyball was extremely high throughout. 
The match was decided in the third set. After 

taking it in turns to forge the lead, it was Issa 
and Sam who finally took control and saw 
out the third set and the match with a set 
victory of 2-1 (21-16, 19-21, 15-12).
While the Junior Boys enjoyed a full crowd 

and sunshine, the girls were caught up in 
a torrential downpour and strong winds. 
However, due to their sheer desire and will 
to win, they continued on and battled away. 
The bad weather made life difficult for both 
pairs, but in the end it was Ellie Austin 
and Yasmin Kaashoek who dealt with the 
conditions better and saw off the challenge 
from Emma Hebbes and Sophie Szyszko 2-0 
(21-13, 21-17).

The Men’s and Women’s Finals took place 
late in the afternoon with neither players 
disappointing. First up was Elfi Holt and 
Katja Gless vs Jess Grimson and Vicky 
Palmer. This was a highly anticipated contest 
which lived up to all its expectations. Elfi 
and Katja took the first set 25-23, but when 
facing down the barrel, Jess and Vicky turned 
the game around and kept battling until they 
won the match 2-1 (23-21, 22-24, 12-15).

The last game of the VEBT Finals Weekend 
was that of the Men’s Final between Chris 
Gregory and his partner Aden Tutton against 
Phil Smith and Oli Kimber. The first set went 
the way of Chris and Aden, who took it 21-

15. The second set saw some big hits from 
Smith and Kimber. Upon seeing this Chris 
and Aden ramped up the pressure and took 
the title in convincing fashion, 2-0 (15-21, 
13-21).
A huge thank you must go to Thanet 
District Council for their effort and support 
in hosting the VEBT Finals, as well as Red 
Bull, SideOut and the official partners of 
the VEBT, itsu. We would also like to give 
huge thanks to the countless volunteers 
and officials who contributed towards the 
smooth running of the event over the course 
of the weekend.
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The Opening Ceremony
The event roared into life 
with a spectacular Red 
Arrows fly-past after a short 
rendition of the national 
anthem by the Band of the 
Irish Guards, the Central 
Band of the RAF, and the 
Band of Her Majesty’s Royal 
Marines, Collingwood. Singer 
Laura Wright took to the 
stage followed by actor Idris 
Elba who recited ‘Invictus’, 
the famous 1875 poem by 
William Ernest Henley which 
proclaims strength in the face 
of adversity. 

The spirit of the poem’s poignant closing lines ‘I am the captain of my 
soul; I am the master of my fate’, can be seen in the ‘I AM’ emblem 
of the Invictus Games which celebrate what these men and women 
can achieve, post-injury. Later the flag bearers moved into the ‘I AM’ 
formation that could be seen from aerial views on camera.

A parade of all 416 athletes taking part in nine sports over the coming 
days followed, with competitors from Afghanistan, Australia, Canada, 
Denmark, Estonia, France, Georgia, Germany, Italy, The Netherlands, 
New Zealand and The USA. The 130-strong British Armed Forces team 
entered last to rapturous applause from the crowd. There was also a 
fly-past by helicopters, a rifle demonstration by the Queen’s Colour 
Squadron and displays by The King’s Troop Royal Horse Artillery. 

A Video Message from First Lady Michelle Obama 
“Some of the most inspiring moments I have had as First Lady 
are when I’ve met wounded warriors like so many of you. You tell 
me that you’re not just going to recover but that you’re going to 
thrive. You tell me you’re not just going to walk but you’re going 
to run marathons. I’ve seen that resilience and drive first hand at 
the Warrior Games here in the United States and I know people are 
thrilled that the spirit of those Games will thrive across the pond in 
the first ever Invictus Games. So to all of the competitors here today 
I just want you to know how incredible you are. You’re inspiring all of 
us, especially our young people. Inspiring them to believe that if we 
dig deeper, if we work harder and confront the adversity in our own 
lives with just a fraction of the courage you show every day, there is 
nothing we can’t achieve.

“To all the family members and care givers in the audience, I want 
you to know that your courage doesn’t go unnoticed either. These 
heroes wouldn’t be here today without you. So I want to thank 
everyone involved in the Invictus Games, especially the Royal 
Foundation, the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge and Prince Harry for 
sharing these stories of strength and determination with the world. 
And while I can’t hide that I hope that Team USA won’t bring home a 
few gold medals, I want you all to know how proud my husband and 
I are of you and how humbled we are by your example. So good luck 
everybody and have fun out there.”

She concluded by welcoming Prince Harry to the stage. 

A Welcome from 
Prince Harry
“Over the past eight years, 

I have witnessed the whole 

cycle of life changing injury; 

evacuating soldiers and local 

Afghans to hospital; flying 

home from Afghanistan 

with some of those critically 

injured; meeting others in 

hospital coming to terms 

with life changing injuries; 

and finally trying to keep 

up with twelve wounded 

veterans on our way to the 

South Pole. 
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“I can only begin to imagine how challenging the journey of recovery 
is, but the admiration I have for these men and women, to move 
beyond their injuries, is limitless. 

“Last year, through The Royal Foundation, I visited the Warrior 
Games in the United States. Seeing people who, only months earlier, 
had been told they’d never walk again, now winning medals in front 
of their family and friends was breath-taking.  I knew that anyone 
would be inspired by what these men and women had achieved, not 
just other servicemen and women, but all those adjusting to life post 
injury. Each of them has come such a long way; even making it to the 
start line is a huge achievement.

“Their stories are as amazing, as they are unique. However, they all 
share one thing – sport. Sport has been the vehicle for their recovery, 
allowing them to channel their passion into what can be achieved, 
rather than what can’t. No longer are these inspirational men and 
women defined by their injury but as athletes, competitors and team 
mates. 

“Over the next four days we will see some truly remarkable 
achievements. For some of those taking part, this will be a stepping 
stone to elite sport but for others it will mark the end of a chapter in 
their recovery, and the beginning of a new one. Either way, you can 
be sure that, everyone who takes to the track, pool or field of play 
will be giving it their all. I have no doubt that lives will be changed 
this weekend. 

“It gives me great pleasure to welcome the thirteen nations to 
London and to say how delighted I am that many of you are joined by 
your families, recognising the vital party they play in your recovery. 
The British public’s support for our servicemen and women has been 
exceptional; I know they will show you the same over the coming 
days. 

“Finally, I would like to thank you for the tremendous example 
you set. Your stories move, inspire and humble us. You prove that 
anything is possible, if you have the will. 

“Welcome to the Games. 
Welcome to Invictus.”

The Opening Ceremony closed with a performance of the 
Invictus Anthem penned by Coldplay’s Chris Martin, 

by Tri-Service Male Singers, Urban Voices Choir 
and Service Bands. 

Triumphant Volleyball at The Games
As a grand finale to the first and certainly not last Invictus Games, 
5000 spectators and volleyball fans witnessed the ultimate triumph 
for our GB Sitting Volleyball team! A thriller of a match against USA 
resulted in the score we were all hoping for 3-0 and the GB team, 
captained by Corie Mapp took the medals.  All who witnessed this 
match and all the amazing heats that led up to it, were privileged to 
be part of these historic Games.
The silver and bronze medals went to the USA and The 
Netherlands. All the competitors should be extremely proud of 
their achievements, irrespective of the colour of their medals. 
These Games have proven to the whole world that adversity can be 
overcome by those determined to succeed and shine. 
We salute you all!

Lisa Wainwright, Chief Executive of Volleyball England, said after 
the match “We are delighted that we have been able to support the 
Invictus Games with the help of our staff, equipment and knowledge 
about Sitting Volleyball. We hope that many people out there have 
been inspired by these wonderful athletes and will take up this 
rewarding sport for themselves. We are extremely proud that Sitting 
Volleyball has been one of the sports in the first Invictus Games.” 

A Player Profile - Tony Harris
Tony was a Captain with the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers. He was 
commissioned from Sandhurst in 2001 and served in operations 
in Northern Ireland and Iraq. In the summer of 2009, Tony led a 
Fire Support Group as part of the 2 RIFLES Battle Group to Sangin, 
in Helmand Province, Afghanistan. Whilst conducting operations 
against Taliban forces, Tony’s vehicle was struck by an explosion. 
The bomb blast threw Tony more than 20 metres from his vehicle, 
shattering both his feet and his left arm. In difficult surroundings 
and having just finished a fire fight, Tony’s soldiers set to work 
stabilising and preparing him for the emergency helicopter 
evacuation back to Camp Bastion.

At Bastion Hospital, he was given a phone to call home: “I called 
Elizabeth and said: ‘Darling I’m really sorry, I’ve got myself blown up 
but it looks okay.’ My wife is very good at being pragmatic and she 
basically said, ‘Oh, you bloody idiot.’ ”
 
His leg was removed 10 months later due to infection and chronic 
pain. Following his injury, Tony has been inspired by others going 
through similar situations. He wants to show that incredible feats 
are still capable of being accomplished.  Just eight weeks after his 
amputation he climbed Pen-y-Fan in Wales. He also co-founded 
Race2Recovery, and with Tom Neathway (a triple amputee) appeared 
on Top Gear after they became the first ever disabled team to 
complete the world’s most difficult  motor race, the Dakar Rally, in 
January 2013.

As a father of two, Felix and Emily, and husband of a ‘long-suffering 
wife’, Elizabeth, Tony is determined to make his family proud and 
prove there is life beyond injury.

Tony only began playing Sitting Volleyball three months ago but 
recently attended a Talent ID day for the Great Britain Sitting 
Volleyball programme and has been invited to train with the squad. 
He is very keen to get more involved, “I’m really enjoying Sitting 
Volleyball and am looking forward to being involved with the GB 
team. There’s a strong group and lots of competition for places. We 
hope that as a squad we can continue to develop and achieve things 
on the international stage.”
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Day 1
On Court 1, the England Cadet Women 

got off to a strong start winning their first 
game of 2014 Sainsbury’s School Games at 
the Sugden Centre in Manchester against 
Scotland East.  Some fantastic volleyball took 
place.  Consistent serving saw the Cadets 
put pressure on the Scottish team from the 
outset.  Scotland East worked well in the 
second set but the Cadets’ presence at the 
net proved too strong and the English girls 
became worthy winners, taking the game in 
straight sets, 2-0 (25-14, 25-12).

The second match saw the Junior Women 
take to the court with Northern Ireland, after 
a couple of service errors at the start of the 
match from both teams, the Junior Women 
found their stride and gained momentum 
building a dominant lead with strong hitting 
from both Angel Beckford and Fran Smith-
Daye.  At the second technical time-out, 
England led by 16-6.  A substitution at 
17-7 saw Paige Nussey and Katie Gregson 
replacing Lois Chitticks and Fran Smith-Daye 
which resulted in a loss of composure and a 
few errors were made but England regrouped 
and took the first set 21-12. England Junior 
started strong in the second set with great 
defence from Libero Hannah Bancroft. 
Setter Katie Gregson provided a variety 
of successful shots and Sarah Edwards 
dominated the net through the middle 
resulting in a lead of 16-3 at the second 
technical time-out.  Consistent defence and 
attack meant victory for the England Junior 
Women with the second set ending 25-8. 

A game’s break for the Junior Women 
then they were back on court to taken on 
Scotland West, a confident start for both 
teams with strong serving from Ellie Cranch. 
A serve out from Angel Beckford brought the 
first technical time-out to England trailing 
Scotland West 7-8. Scotland West continued 
to show their strong defence and England 
struggled to apply the pressure. England 
lost the first set 22-25. Despite the loss 
England came back fighting in the second 
set with some great attacking from Ellie 

Cranch.  England carried on applying the 
pressure with serving from Katie Gregson 
and deep attacks from Fran Smith-Daye and 
Angel Beckford. Scotland West started to add 
pressure through the serve making it hard for 
England to fight back and Scotland West took 
the second set 24-26. 

The England Cadets came back for their 
second match of the day, winning in straight 
sets to Northern Ireland 25-12, 25-21, with 
the Junior Women taking on Wales in their 
last match of the day, also winning in straight 
sets 25-9, 25-7.

In the first match on Court 2, the England 
Cadet Men took on Northern Ireland.  There 
was a slow start to the set with the Cadets 
leading at the first technical time-out.  The 
Cadets then picked up the pace taking the 
set 25-11. Following this success, the Cadets 
marked their presence in the second set with 
an early lead. Coach Carol introduced a few 
players to the match but the Cadets held on 
for the win 25-8.

The second match on Court 2 saw the 
England Juniors get off to a shaky start trying 
to find rhythm and momentum in the first 
set with captain Joel Roberts and Cameron 
Carrington securing their team’s opening 

kills. The boys powered through the early 
stages of the game eventually taking the first 
set 25-23. The second set opened with an 
8-serve run by setter Sam Thompson. Joel 
Roberts then went on to deliver an equally 
effective run of serves against the Scotland 
East boys, taking them into the second

technical time-out with a 16-1 lead.  As the 

Junior Boys had now found their feet, the 
second set finished 25-4.

England Cadet Men were next on court 
with Wales and both teams featured some 
of the youngest athletes of the competition.  
A line-up change meant both Jack Arnold 
and Joe Allanack started their first game for 
the England Cadets. The match began with 
England in control, Aaron Simon and Arnold 
producing some big hits. Setter Dan Sach 
distributed the ball well and helped Allanack 
get three early kills. As England extended 
their lead Zack Chambers and Ed Van 
Wingerden were given one on ones by Sach 
and duly put the ball away to give England 
the first set 25-18. Wales started the second 
set well which put England on the back foot. 
As the pressure grew Wales pushed their lead 
to 16-8 but England dug deep and started 
to claw the points back. Tom Allen’s precise 
serving pulled two points back, then an 
amazing display of defence by Dan Harwood 
gave the team a tremendous boost and 
England took the set 25-23. 

The England Junior men had a very tense 
and exciting match against Scotland West, 
with Scotland West taking the first set 25-20. 
England came back fighting in the second set 

www.volleyballengland.org
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to finish 19-25 and an action-packed third set 
saw England secure the win 17-19.

The England Cadets’ last game of the day 
was against Scotland East.  After a strong 
start with a close first set, Scotland took the 
first set 25-22 and continued to dominate in 
the second set, winning 25-13.

Day 2
The first match on Court 2 saw the England 

Cadet Girls take on the previously unbeaten 
Scotland West team.  Strong serving from 
Eva Elias and Hannah Symonds tested the 
Scottish defence.  Consistent passing from 
Holly Merrifield and Rosie Barley allowed 
the English setters to run a varied offence, 
taking the first set 25-9. The Cadets kept the 
pressure going into the second set, taking a 
13-0 lead before the Scottish could break the 
English serve. Again a consistent and focused 
performance from the whole team saw them 
take the match, with 25-8 in the second set.

The England Cadet girls had a one match 
break before coming back onto the court for 
the battle of the two English squads.  The 
Juniors got off to a great start serving tough 
and forcing the Cadets to make errors. By the 
second technical time-out the Juniors led 16-
7.  However the Cadets were able to refocus 
and gained back momentum. A spectacular 
run of serves from Eva Elias saw the Cadets 
take the first set 25-22. The second set saw 
the two teams trading points early on until 
the Juniors stepped up their service pressure 
and went into the second technical time-out 
leading 16-10. However the Cadets came out 
fighting again with great shot selection from 
Yasmin Kaashoek and a dominating presence 
at the net by the front court players. At 
the business end of the set both Hannah 
Symonds and Eva Elias produced runs of 
serves that gave the Cadets victory over the 
Juniors 25-23.

England Junior Girls were soon back on 
court with only a game’s rest competing 
against Scotland West. The England Juniors 
came out fighting and won in straight sets 
25-22, 25-6.

England Cadet Girls returned to Court 
1 for the penultimate match of the day 
against Wales.  The Cadets powered through 
the Welsh attack and won in straight sets 
25-10, 25-7.  The England Cadet Girls were 
undefeated so far in the competition and 
earned their place in the following day’s final!

The second match on Court 1 during 
the morning saw the battle of the English 
Boys’ teams.  The England Juniors versus 
England Cadets was a highly anticipated 
game, with both the teams harbouring a 
point to prove. The match began with both 
teams wanting to stamp their authority on 

the game with big hits from the Juniors’ Joel 
Roberts and the Cadets, Aaren Simon but 
the Juniors had slightly more power and 
control.  The Juniors reached the technical 
time-out with an 8-5 lead, which gave the 
Cadets the belief that they could challenge 
the Juniors for the whole match.  As the 
game progressed the Juniors continued 
to hit and block big, extending their lead 
to 16-9.  The Cadets fought for every point 
with some exceptional play by Libero Dan 
Harwood but the Juniors pushed ahead, 
winning 25-15.  The second set started in a 
similar fashion with the Juniors leading 8-5.  
Tom Carter served well with Harwood and 
Zac Chambers playing some great defence 
to keep them within touching distance at 
16-11. The Juniors showed their experience 
and stepped up their game.  Matt Ketley 
went back to the service line and produced a 
handful of tactical serves that put the Cadets 
out of rhythm. Ketley was replaced by Sam 
Thompson who continued with the same 
tactics, leading the Juniors to a 25-12 win. 

Head coach, Darren Lewis, England Junior 
Men, commented: “The boys produced a 
professional all round performance. Though 
they need to cut down on their unforced 
errors, they displayed some good offensive 
rhythm and showcased some improvements 
within their transitional game.”

The England Junior Boys were soon back 
on court facing Northern Ireland, showing 
they were dominant from the outset and 
winning in straight sets, 25-9, 25-12. 

The England Cadet Boys were next up on 
court against Scotland West.  The Cadets 
attacked hard to push through the Scottish 
defence but Scotland West were victorious in 
straight sets, 25-11, 25-18.

The last match of the day on Court 1 saw 

the England Junior Boys take on Wales and 
yet again put in a solid performance, winning 
in straight sets 25-8, 25-11.  The boys sailed 
into the final, having a very successful 
competition by only dropping one set to 
Scotland West. 

Finals Day
Girls Bronze Match – 
England Junior v Scotland East
The England Junior Girls took on Scotland 

East for the third and fourth positions.  The 
England girls had a confident start with a 
strong series of serving from the captain Lois 
Chitticks, and Grace Thomas finding the gaps 
on the opposite court by running the middle 
attack.  The England Juniors led 8-4 at the 
first technical time-out. A couple of errors 
in communication followed but England 
managed to keep their lead and were 16-10 
up at the second technical time-out.  Katie 
Gregson came to the baseline and delivered 
some accurate serves into the space on the 
Scotland East side, taking the Juniors on to 
win the first set 25-14.

Winning the first set saw England 
confidently into the second set, but they 
struggled to find the middle attack and 
made six errors in a row. Sarah Edwards 
helped to gain back the lead with three 
strong serves and Fran Smith-Daye hit 
strong on the outside to give a 16-11 lead at 
the second technical timeout.  The Juniors 
continued their advance with Grace Thomas 
strongly blocking at the net. Ellie Cranch hit 
the line from position four and the England 
Junior girls won the set 25-14 and the well-
deserved bronze medal.
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Third and Fourth Playoff Men – 
Scotland East v England Cadets
Scotland East put in a dominant display of volleyball, with England 

Cadets successfully penetrating the attack. However, Scotland 
continued to apply the pressure especially during the second set, 
leading to Scotland East winning in straight sets, 25-20, 25-18 and the 
Cadets taking fourth place in the competition. 

Girls Finals – 
England Cadet v Scotland West
The girls final was the first final of the day for gold or silver, with the 

England Cadets Girls not having dropped a set in previous matches 
and also beating Scotland West in the pool phase 25-9, 25-8. 

Scotland West started strong in the early part of the first set before 
the technical time-out and took an early lead. The Cadet Girls began 
to relax after a shaky start, finding their rhythm and taking control of 
the first set to win 25-14. The second set saw the England Cadets Girls 
dominate and take an early lead.  With Scotland West fighting every 
point, the Cadets pushed ahead to a 19-12 lead. Scotland West did not 
want to give up and began to break the English defence and pulled 
ahead to lead 22-21.  The English Girls came back and a time-out was 
called by Scotland at 23-all. Following the time-out the English girls 
held their nerve and with the late substitution of Yasmin Kaashoek 
they took the set and the gold medal 28-26.

Boys’ Finals – 
England Junior v Scotland West
The England Junior Boys entered the final unbeaten, only dropping 

one set to their final opponents, Scotland West in the pool stage.  
The England Juniors came out fighting and took an early lead in the 

first set. Scotland started to put some pressure on the Juniors and by 
the first technical time-out the Juniors were trailing 7-8.  The Juniors 
began to push through the Scottish defence to take the first set 
25-15.  The England Juniors had an unsettled start to the second set 
with Scotland taking an early lead of 4-0.  However, England quickly 
regained their stride and displayed some excellent skills at the centre 
of the net resulting in points being won.  The might of the Juniors 
was too much for Scotland to overcome, with the Juniors taking the 
second set and the gold medal 25-17.

Sportset Super Six
This award is kindly sponsored by Sportset (www.sportset.com) 

and recognises the strongest and most valued volleyball players in 
the 2014 Sainsbury’s School Games.

Girls

    •  Francesca Smith-Daye  -  England Junior Girls - 9

    •  Katy Begley -  England Cadet Girls - 12

    •  Rachel Morrison -  Scotland West Girls - 1

    •  Ffion Churchill -  Wales Girls - 2

    •  Yasmin Kaashoek - England Cadet Girls - 3

    •  Raveen Gill (L) -  Scotland West Girls - 2

Boys

    •  Nathan Fullerton -  England Junior Boys - 3

    •  William Ewings (C) -  Wales Boys - 10

    •  Cameron Carrington -  England Junior Boys - 4

    •  Marc McLaughlin (C) -  Scotland West Boys - 2

    •  Joel Roberts (C) -  England Junior Boys - 11

    •  Rhys Arthur (C) -  Scotland East Boys - 1

Congratulations to all players who were selected to compete in 
the Sainsbury’s 2014 School Games, particularly the medallists 
and the Sportset Super Six.
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Season Men’s Teams Women’s Teams Total Teams
2001-02 48 42 90
2002-03 50 43 93
2003-04 46 43 89
2004-05 48 44 92
2005-06 53 47 100
2006-07 51 50 101
2007-08 52 53 105
2008-09 53 54 107
2009-10 55 56 111
2010-11 52 57 109
2011-12 50 58 108
2012-13 52 58 110
2013-14 63 60 123
2014-15 70 66 136

It only seems like yesterday that the volleyball community 
was gearing up for the beach season and looking forward to 
spending some time out in the sun, but Autumn is upon us 
already which can only mean one thing... It’s time to wash 
the sand off your feet, put your court shoes back on and head 
indoors as the NVL season gets underway.

This season sees the highest number of teams in the NVL in 
recent years. After gaining 13 new teams last season we’ve repeated 
that feat, taking our total number of teams up to 136. It proves that 
volleyball in England is heading in the right direction, and we aim to 
continue to grow over the next few years.

The majority of teams will have gained some new recruits over 
the summer months, all of whom will be eager to earn a spot in the 
starting six. One group of players who will be fiercely competitive 
as always will be Team Northumbria Men. After two consecutive 
unbeaten league seasons followed by consecutive Super 8s Play-off 
Final losses, they will be desperate to make it third time lucky. It’s 
not just the top teams who have a point to prove, however, as all 
the teams will want a solid start to the season, none more so than 
the newcomers who will be keen to make their mark. We profile 
some of the new teams here, as they begin their journey in the NVL

“Team Durham’s Men are entering 
the NVL for the first time this year. 
The men hope to follow closely in 
the footsteps of their women’s side 
who achieved instant promotion 

into Division 2 last year. This year’s 
team will feature many of their university 

players, but the club is looking forward to 
opening its doors to the local community and 

encourages players of all ages and abilities to get involved.”

Growing Volleyball Club Are Counting 
Their Success

ARUN Volleyball Club, based in Bognor Regis, West Sussex, are 
going from strength to strength despite being less than two years old.

The club first registered with Volleyball England in January last 
year and were invited to take part in the Sussex Volleyball Cup, 
which they won. That led to them being placed in men’s division one 
of the Sussex Volleyball Association League which they went on to 
win in the 2013-2014 season. This is an excellent result for the new 
team, who picked up the Sussex Volleyball Association club trophy. 
Following this success, the club have entered a men’s team into the 
National Volleyball League for the 2014-2015 season.

ARUN VC is coached by Yuri Kagarov, who has been associated with 
some of the top volleyball teams in the world. The club’s goal is to 
expand the team and inspire the local population, especially children, 
to give this fast-paced and exciting game a higher profile.

CHESTER AMAZONS DIVISION 3 NORTH
Chester Amazons are beginning an exciting campaign in the 2014-

15 NVL season. With some unexpected new talent, they will be 

aspiring for a top half finish in Division 3 North.  Lenny Barry as head 

coach gives them a fantastic opportunity to optimise their potential. 

Forging new links with Chester University and Queens Park High 

School will create sustainability and growth 

for Chester Sports Club in the North West 

Region. This pilot club is fast becoming 

a hub for sport and is set for huge 

growth in its junior section 

over the next twelve months, 

alongside the possible addition 

of Chester Titans men’s team 

in the 2015-16 NVL season. 
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It was a scene so familiar as to make any 
sports fan at ease, as if you were walking 
up the ramp on Olympic Way to Wembley 
Stadium, or ambling along Rugby Road 
towards Twickenham Stadium, or wandering 
in Peninsula Square outside The O2. 
Hundreds of fans milling around, chatting, 
laughing, taking copious numbers of selfies, 
(official and not-so-official) mechandise 
stalls selling the obligitory scarves, t-shirts, 
face paint and jester hats, and food and beer 
stalls doing a roaring trade.

It’s a scene we’ve all seen and joined in 
countless times, but this was different, for 
walking up to the brand new 14,000 seat 
Krakow Arena, along-side a sea of young, 
enthusiastic Polish fans (almost every 
single one decked out in vibrant red and 
white), buying POLSKA kit and Tyskie beer 
and perogies from the concession stands, 
it brought it home that this is a volleyball 
mad nation. Coming from England where, 
outside of the Olympics, it’s rare to get more 
than 500 people to a volleyball match, to be 
surrounded by 14,000 volleyball fans was 
uplifting. 

Looking around the well designed arena, 
with its comfortable seating, ample supply 
of corporate suites (you could even smell the 
fresh paint in some areas) and mingling with 

the youthful, reasonably affluent spectators, 
it was easy to forget that the country has only 
been in the EU for 10 years, free from the 45-
year yoke of communism. Such has been the 
pace of recent investment and development, 
that Poland is now making serious strides 
to be recognised as a major player in the 
international sport and recreation event 
staging and tourism markets. The 2014 FIVB 
Men’s Volleyball World Championships, 
held in September, is just the latest in a 
ever-growing list of major sporting events 
hosted by Poland, a small selection of such 
championships are highlighted:

2014
FIVB Men’s Volleyball World Championships
Modern Pentathlon World Championships
IAAF World Indoor Athletics Championships

2013
CEV Men’s Volleyball European 
Championships
IAAF World Cross Country Championships

2012
UEFA Euro Championships 

2009
CEV Women’s Volleyball European 
Championships

The investment in stadia and arenas over 
the past five years has also coincided with 
extensive development of the golf course 
infrastructure. With many golf journalists 
predicting Poland to soon rival Spain and 
Portugal for quality and value for money 
courses.

It was with the goals of forging long-term 

relationships with the Polish volleyball 

community, fact-finding on event staging and 

management outside of IOC, FIVB and CEV 

Regulations and Guidelines and highlighting 

Poland as an attractive sport and recreation 

tourism destination, that the Polish National 

Tourist Office (UK & Ireland) invited Volleyball 

England Chief Executive, Lisa Wainwright and 

myself to Krakow for the Hubert Jerzy Wagner 

Memorial Tournament.

We met a number of key personnel within the 
Polish volleyball community, including Jerzy 

Mróz, Tournament Director & Hubert Wagner, 
Memorial Foundation President; Tomasz 
Redwan, Head of Marketing, Polish Volleyball 
Federation & Marketing Director, FIVB Men’s 
Volleyball World Championships and Tomasz 
Koprowski, Marketing Manager PGE Skra 
Belchatów Volleyball Club.

Among the items discussed were the 
possibility of bringing the Hubert Jerzy 
Wagner Memorial Tournament to England;
end of season tours by the Polish national 
squads and PGE Skra Belchatów and the 

POLAND CONTINUES
TO STEP FORWARD
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provision of Polish personnel for advanced 
coaching and refereeing clinics. Jerzy Mróz 
was intrigued by the idea of the tournament 
moving out of Poland, saying “The invitation 
to play the tournament in London is an 
interesting one. I have been told that there 
are hundreds of thousands of Polish and 
other volleyball fans in England so there 
won’t be any problem with supporters. At 
this stage it’s too early to say “yes” or “no”. 
The final decision depends on logistics and 
finances.” 

The 12th Hubert Jerzy Wagner Memorial 
Tournament featured Poland, current Olympic 
Men’s champions Russia, Bulgaria and China. 
Double header matches were held over 3 
nights at the brand new 14,000 capacity 
Krakow Arena.

The tournament showcased some of the 
best men’s teams in the world as a warm-
up to the 2014 FIVB Men’s Volleyball World 
Championships which was hosted by Poland 
in September. Poland was scheduled to play 

in the late match on all three nights, and 
they were supported by arguably the best 
volleyball fans in the world, which created 
a raucous atmosphere every night. The fans 
were highly vocal (almost deafening at some 
points), passionate, patriotic yet respectful, 
extremely volleyball knowledgeable and 
aware, fully kitted out in red and white and in 
official licenced merchandise, and also a very 
high proportion of under 25’s, making for a 
young and vibrant audience.

The highlight of the tournament came during 
the Poland vs. Russia match on 18 August, 
when the announcers whipped the crowd 
onto their feet for 20 minutes of non-stop 
chanting, singing and clapping (assisted 
by the seemingly unrelenting energy of the 
Poland Volleyball Federation mascot), which 
helped propel Poland from being 17-20 down 
to a 26-24 win in the second set. A truly 
incredible display of support which had a 
tangible impact on their team’s performance.

The Polish National Tourist Office also 
organised three day trips, visiting Krakow 
city centre, the Wieliczka Salt Mines, and the 
Krakow Jewish Quarter & Oskar Schindler 
Factory. The trips gave just a taste of the 
breadth and depth of offerings for a visitor 
to the greater Krakow area. All areas and 
attractions were of extremely high quality, 
with knowledgeable, friendly staff. The same 
can be said of the restaurants, cafes and 
hotels. More examples of how Poland has 
upped its tourism game. In fact, the Oskar 
Schindler Factory has only recently been 
completely redeveloped into an extensive 
interactive museum, covering all aspects of 
life in Krakow from August 1939 until the end 
of the Second World War.

Sincere thanks must go to Bogdan Becla, 

Director, Polish National Tourist Office 

and Bartek Luszcz, Chairman, CBL Polonia 

London VC for organising the visit and being 

wonderful hosts while in Poland.

Rohan West, Participation Director, 
Volleyball England

Please Note - The Polish National Tourist 

Office (UK & Ireland) and the Hubert Jerzy 

Wagner Memorial Foundation funded and 

supported all aspects of the visit outlined in 

this article. For more information on travel to 

Poland, visit www.Poland.Travel 
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Congratulations to the FIVB Class of 2014!

The third and final coaching course of 
2014 at the FIVB/CEV Regional Volleyball 
Development Centre in Kettering was a 
resounding success with all 15 candidates 
passing with flying colours!

The FIVB LII Award is one of the world’s top 
coaching badges and comprises a two-week 
intensive course, completed with a written 
and practical exam. 

Candidates came from Hong Kong, Turkey, 
Bulgaria and Switzerland plus there were 10 
coaches from across England with a variety of 
backgrounds.  

Alex Porter, former national team player 
and the current England Cadet Men’s 
Assistant Coach, said: “We are so lucky to 
have had this course here in England which 

has enabled so many domestic coaches to 
take part. It has been such a great learning 
experience with a fantastic group who 
have all chipped in with their nuggets of 
information. I have learnt that volleyball is 
such a diverse sport. In Hong Kong they run 
sessions with 76 people on court! It has been 
an amazing two weeks and I would highly 
recommend it to any coach wanting to
improve their approach to getting the best 
out of players and increase their technical 
and tactical knowledge.”

Dehri Can Dehrioglu, the Assistant Coach of a 
women’s professional team in Turkey added: 
“The course was not just learning from the 
lecturers but from every single candidate. I 
can’t believe I was having discussions about 
footwork at 3.00 am!”

The course also featured guest lectures from 
a number of experts in their field. Thanks to 

LEVEL 2 
COACHING COURSE
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Lewie Lett, Brian Stalker and Jemma Oliver 
for their insight into beach, refereeing and 
athlete conditioning respectively. 
Renowned US coach, Sue Gozansky, was the 
course tutor, assisted by Volleyball England’s 
Audrey Cooper. “This has been one of the 
best courses that I have taught,” said Sue, 
“not only due to the great organisation but 
also due to the candidates who all worked 
together, helped each other and shared 
their knowledge freely. It was a perfect 
demonstration that the most important thing 
about coaching is relationships.”

Candidates:
Alex Porter, Ben Pipes, Ben Fairweather, 
Freddie Fairbairn, Howard Ainsworth, Sam 
Yip, Phil Chanin, Branislav Kovak, Steve 
Anderson, Dave Roberts (England); Dehri Can 
Dehrioglu (Turkey); Jason Mak (Hong Kong); 
Pedro Carolinos Dos Santos (Switzerland); 
Asen Metodiev (Bulgaria) and Chow Sai Ho 
(Hong Kong).  Also pictured Audrey Cooper 
and Sue Gozansky. 
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PROFILES OF NEW

TEAM MEMBERS

I joined Volleyball England on a temporary basis in June 
after graduating from university, providing cover in Business 
Support. When this role came to an end, I was lucky enough 

to get the job of Membership Administrator, and I’m very 
excited to be on board. 

My role involves dealing with enquires from our members, 
including clubs, coaches, and referees. Working closely with 
our members to drive participation in volleyball is something 

I am looking forward to very much. I am a keen sports fan, 
and enjoy most sports.  

During my time at university in South Wales I developed 
a fondness for rugby (it’s hard to avoid it there), and I am 

currently training for a charity boxing match, having never 
gone near a boxing ring before in my life! 

Membership Administrator

I have very recently joined Volleyball England as Personal 
Assistant to the Chief Executive.  My role involves providing 
a high level of business support to the Board of Volleyball 

England and the Chief Executive.  

Prior to joining Volleyball England I have worked as a PA 
and Administrator within Energy Technology and Higher 

Education.  

I am excited about being given the opportunity to bring 
my previous experience to the role and gaining a wider 

knowledge of Sports administration. 

A lot of my own time (along with money) is taken up with 
looking after my horse and rescue pony but this does have 

the added benefit of getting fit outdoors.

PA to Chief Executive & Board

HANNAH WINSBURy
PAULA CLUBBE
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MARK SIMMONS Relationship Manager

Organiser providing schools guidance 
in all things school sport related. 
However, my major focus was on 
competition through the National 
School Games programme. Working for 
a County Sports Partnership allowed 
me to branch out and develop strong 
links with schools, sports clubs and 
local authorities.

The role of Volleyball Relationship 
Manager, Hampshire and Dorset 
with Volleyball England particularly 
appealed to me as I was keen to work 
for a National Governing Body and 
grow participation in an up-and-coming 

sport. I believe volleyball provides 
a great alternative sporting offer to 
mainstream sports for young people 
in schools, colleges and universities 
as well as for adults wanting to keep 
fit and healthy. 

I’m looking forward to utilising my 
skills and experience to establish and 
develop strong working relationships 
with key local partners to increase 
participation in volleyball within the 
region.

I previously worked for three years 
with Active Surrey County Sports 
Partnership as a School Games 

DANIEL THOMPSONNational Volleyball Centre Coordinator

My role involves dealing with all the 
bookings at the National Volleyball Centre. I 
am also involved in coordinating, organising 
and running all the major national and 
international volleyball competitions held 
there, as well as promoting and publicising 
the centre. Other aspects of my role include 
working with the local schools and County 
Sports Partnership to try and increase the 
participation and development of volleyball 
within the Northamptonshire area. I’m 
soon to be hosting the first round of an 
indoor grand prix series, where I have over 
20 school teams competing, which I’m 
thoroughly looking forward to.

Outside of my involvement in volleyball 
I am a keen athlete and football fan. I 

regularly attend matches and follow 
the highs and lows of my two favourite 
football teams, Kettering Town and 
Leicester City Football Club.

I joined Volleyball England in June 2014 as 
the National Volleyball Centre Coordinator 
after graduating from university with 
a Sport & Exercise Science degree. My 
involvement with volleyball began six 
years ago. I volunteered as a courtside 
assistant at the first ever National Cup 
Finals held at The National Volleyball 
Centre in Kettering. I was hugely 
impressed with the scale, professionalism 
and running of this tournament and 
couldn’t wait to volunteer at future 
volleyball events. I continued volunteering 
with Volleyball England and was then 
fortunate to see a vacancy for the National 
Volleyball Centre Coordinator, for which I 
successfully applied.

COMING UP IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF 3 TOUCH:
ACTION FROM NEVZA U17 CHAMPIONSHIPS

DEVELOPING A SUCCESSFUL FUNDING STRATEGy

TRANSPLANT VOLLEy SPORTTHE OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF 

VOLLEYBALL ENGLAND



3232

30th October to 2nd November 2014

Thurston Drive 
Kettering 
Northants 
NN15 6PB

www.NEVZAU17Championships.co.uk

Tickets available on the door £2

For more info call 01509 227722 or contact 
competitions@volleyballengland.org 


